Good Tidings

September 2020
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Rev. Arlene M. Tully
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Dear Church Family,
Late summer is usually a time of much activity at the church, with Sunday School, adult studies,
committee work, etc., ramping up for another programming year, and work beginning for our famed
Holiday Fair. Thanks to the coronavirus, however, this year things are looking very different. Our
church building remains closed. We have yet to return to worship in the sanctuary. Classes,
meetings, and other gatherings continue to meet virtually via Zoom. And the Holiday Fair has been
canceled. Even so, I am optimistic about the possibilities for the fall.
The Reentry Team has been busy making plans to safely return to some degree of normalcy for our
congregation. Tentatively, we will continue to worship outdoors until mid-October. In the
meantime, we are working to prepare the sanctuary to be in compliance with all guidelines issued
by the RI Department of Health and the New England Conference. It is our hope to return to
sanctuary worship and in-person Sunday School when outdoor services end, though that will
depend on the coronavirus situation at the time, as safety continues to be our first priority.
In order to maintain proper social distancing it will be necessary to limit the number of worshipers,
but we will continue to livestream the worship services (whether outdoors or indoors) for those at
home. In addition to social distancing, wearing masks, maximizing ventilation, etc., we are also
exploring best practices for sanitizing surfaces after each worship service. Although coffee hour will
not resume for the foreseeable future, the virtual gathering after worship via Zoom will restart on
September 13. Online studies and discussion groups will also resume later this month.
As we get closer to the fall “move in” date, the Reentry Team will share more details about indoor
worship and Sunday School. In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns, please do
not hesitate to email us at reentry.amumc@gmail.com or reach out to a member of the team
directly:
Matt Cedor
Stacey Johnson
Lee Ann Cotta
Johnna Kosnoff
Keith Johnson
Cindy Mauch
Joe Mazzarella
Karen Oswain
Pastor Arlene Tully
Pam Thurlow
Please continue to pray for the work of the Reentry Team, as well as for all those impacted by the
pandemic. This is an extraordinarily challenging time in the life of our church and the history of our
nation, but we can rest assured that God remains our comfort, our companion, and our strength
through it all.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Arlene

YOU ARE HERE:
First Steps for White Christians on Race and Racism
Four sessions via Zoom on Wednesday mornings at 10 AM
or Wednesday evenings at 7:00 PM, beginning on September 9. Please contact the office at office.amumc@gmail.com
or 401-333-5203 to register and to receive the Zoom link.
The United Methodist General Commission on Religion and Race offers this four-session curriculum as a first
step for white Christians, in particular, who are unsure about what racism is and unclear about its relevance
to individuals, the church, and society as a whole. This resource is designed for individuals who are ready to
learn about how racism operates, how it affects Christian communities, and how people of faith can recognize
and resist racism.

WORSHIP BY PHONE
Can’t join us in person for outdoor worship and don’t have access to the internet
to watch our online worship service? You can now listen to our worship service
by phone. Just call (401) 217- 4837 to hear a recording of the most recent Sunday service in its entirety – no internet needed!

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING
Tuesdays from 6:30—7:00 PM
Join us on Zoom as we gather to share our concerns and to pray for
the people and situations in need near and far. The link for the Zoom
meeting is zoom.us/j/563411339

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR
Sunday morning coffee hour is back, effective September 13. Join
us as we gather online at 11:30 AM to catch up with old friends
and get to know new ones at zoom.us/j/678414614

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS
Pastor Arlene’s office hours are by appointment while the church building is under shutdown. To set up a time to meet (either via Zoom or socially distanced in person, please email her at pastor.amumc@gmail.com or call 401-335-5156.

SEPTEMBER SERMON SERIES
The killing of George Floyd and subsequent protests have precipitated
a national reckoning on issues of racism and racial injustice. In this 3part sermon series, beginning September 13, we’ll take a look at the
history of racism and American Christianity, the need to raise our
awareness about both personal bias and systemic injustice, and the call
of our faith to become anti-racists.

PRAY ALWAYS. PRAY ALL WAYS.
A video series exploring different types of prayer.
What comes to mind when someone mentions prayer? Maybe you think of
sharing your needs and concerns with God, or perhaps reciting The Lord’s
Prayer, or participating in the worship liturgy. However, there are many other types of prayer and many other ways to talk with and be present to God.
For the next several months, Pastor Arlene will be guiding us on an exploration of new ways to pray. About once a week she will publish a new video
via Facebook and the church website describing a different prayer practice
from a variety of Christian traditions. You can access all the videos, along
with a downloadable a prayer guide for each at www.amumc.org/spiritualformation. By expanding our definition of prayer and enlarging our repertoire
of prayer techniques, we can greatly enrich our spiritual lives.
“Pray always.”

(1 Thessalonians 5:17)

SUNDAY SCHOOLERS’ GAME NIGHT—September 7 at 6:30 PM
Pastor Arlene is hosting a Zoom game night for Sunday Schoolers on the
first Monday of each month at 6:30 PM. Join us for games like Wheel of
Fortune, Pictionary, Family Feud, Charades, and more. Contact Pastor
Arlene at pastor.amumc@gmail.com for the Zoom link.

NEW—ONLINE VESPERS SERVICE
Each Wednesday evening at 6:30 PM we offer a
brief service of Vespers (from the Latin for
"evening"). This is a quiet, contemplative service in
which we give thanks for the day just past, offer
praise to God, and prepare for our night's rest. Each
week the service is posted online at 6:30 on our Facebook page and at www.amumc.org/vespers.

VIDEO CAMERA OPERATORS NEEDED
We are looking for volunteers to operate the new ceiling mounted
video camera for live streaming worship services once we return to
the sanctuary. No experience necessary. Please contact Pastor Arlene at pastor.amumc@gmail.com or 401-335-5156.

WORSHIP VIDEO DVDs
If you can’t join us in person for outdoor worship and don’t have access to
the internet to watch our online worship service, but you do have a DVD
player, we can provide recordings of the Sunday worship services. Just call
Pastor Arlene at 401-335-5156 and she will arrange a no-contact drop off
each week.

Missions Committee Report
September 2020
Note: The various Mission and Social Concern activities continue to be modified or on-hold due to the ongoing
health crisis. Please follow the various announcements from the church office as decisions are made to reschedule or readjust these services and programs.
Meals in the Park
The most recent Meals in the Park event was held on Sunday, August 2nd at Bouley Field on Social Street in Woonsocket, RI. Thank you for your donations of sandwiches, chips, desserts and homemade masks for our August meal. We fed
around 80 people and gave out 120 meals. Our support for this program means so much to so many people. Our next
meal is Sunday October 11th. Please let Karen know if you can bake, make sandwiches and or volunteer in the
park. We will be having sausage and peppers again and BBQ chicken. Please call Karen 333-2166 if you have any
questions or would like to donate to this wonderful program.
Franklin Farm Community Garden
The Franklin Farm Community Garden volunteers are busy harvesting vegetables for the 2020 season. Growing, harvesting, boxing and shipping the vegetables is done with the approved RI Department of Health protocols. So far the
harvests have been bountiful so there is need for more volunteers! The volunteers have donated over 30,000
pounds of vegetables to the RICFB as well as various soup kitchens and food pantries in northern RI. The Farm Stand
remains closed so the harvested vegetables can be donated directly to needy families during these challenging times.
Volunteers can log onto the signup page at www.franklinfarmri.org website. Any questions contact Pam or Chip Thurlow;
thurlowcp@gmail.com; 401-333-1235.
Dave’s Marketplace Day Old Bakery Donations
We are resuming our program of selectively transporting day old baked goods from Dave’s Marketplace at Chapel Four
Corners on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays to various community organizations such as the Cumberland Senior
Center at the Monastery. The Cumberland Sr. Center is open only for takeout lunches during this health crisis
and they are still in need of the baked goods. A signup chart is available for interested volunteers. Contact Chip
Thurlow if interested: thurlowcp@aol.com.
Habitat for Humanity
The Habitat for Humanity project at 277 Talcott Street - now re-labeled at 4 Phillips St. - in Woonsocket has been completed and the Dedication ceremony for those who volunteered is on Saturday August 1 st. Thanks to Rachel Precourt,
Elton Odom, Sam Burgos, George Jutras, Chip Thurlow, (former AMUMC member) Zeph Halsey for volunteering at this
work site. A new project will be announced when it is approved by the Habitat Board of Directors.

Habitat for Humanity Dedication Ceremony - August 1, 2020

Diabetes Prevention and Education Workshop
The Rhode Island Primary Care Physicians Corporation Diabetes Prevention and Care Workshop here at AMUMC
will resume when conditions permit. Any questions contact Pam or Chip Thurlow; thurlowcp@gmail.com; 401-3331235.
Cintas Clothing Donation
The Cintas clothing and our church donations to the St. James Episcopal Church and occasionally to the Community
Care Alliance, both in Woonsocket have been temporarily cancelled for the current time.
Clothing and Boxed and Canned Goods Donations
The donated goods are donated to either the Northern RI Food Pantry or the Woonsocket Shelter as necessary.
Chip Thurlow,
Chairperson AMUMC Missions and Social Concerns Committee

Church School News
Rally Day: date TBA, (mid to late October when
church goes back indoors)
What will church school look like?
* One room schoolhouse using the Power
Xpress rotational workshop curriculum
* Pre-k thru 6th grade
* Will meet in Cargill Hall using masks and
social distancing
Please fill out a registration form on the following page and bring it with you to church.
***Unfortunately at this time we will not be able to
offer the use of the Toddler Room
***A Confirmation class will be offered for children in
grades 7 and up that will be led by Pastor Arlene.
- More info coming soon.

Here's who's having a birthday this month:

September 3rd: Jude Alger
September 17th: Matthew Petersen
September 28th: Trey Gauvin
God Bless you all on your birthday and the coming
year!

The Christian Education
Committee would like to
wish everyone a happy, safe
and healthy Fall Season!!!

Upcoming Events

Worship Committee
I want to take this opportunity to
recognize and thank those who
serve on the Worship Committee
so our experience at worship time
is as meaningful as possible. Not only does it take a
village to raise a child but also to assist in our church
life. When you see these people be sure to say
“thanks”. Our church wouldn’t be what it is without
them.
Acolytes: Stacy Johnson
Altar Flowers: Sharon Bizier
Altar Guild: Rachel Odom, Pam Thurlow and Ann
Hetherington
Altar Steward: Ross Hancock
Choir Rep: Pam Thurlow
Greeters: Anne-Marie Rivard
Liturgist: Rebecca Puleo
Music Director: Joey Mazzarella
Ushers: Rich Bizier
A reminder that we would like to add to our Altar
Guild team and are looking for Acolytes. If you are
interested, please contact me at
thurlowcp@verizon.net.
Pam Thurlow, Chair

September 9: Board of Trustees Meeting
September 21: Church Council Meeting

SPRC News
Our committee also includes Lee Ann Cotta,
Stacey Johnson, Joyce Fox, Sandy Angell,
Anne Hetherington, and Brandon Bell.
If you have any questions, comments or
concerns having to do with the staff of the
parish feel free to see any member of the
committee or you can email us at
amumcsprc@gmail.com

Worship Committee

Arnold Mills UMC’s Social Media
Find us on social media! We are on Facebook where you
can read Pastor Arlene’s Daily Reflection and on Instagram.

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Arnold-Mills-United-Methodist-Church-115722435105941
Twitter at https://twitter.com/ArnoldMills_UMC
Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/arnold_mills_umc
Listen to sermons on our website at http://www.amumc.org
Subscribe to sermon podcasts at http://www.buzzsprout.com/434047

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests are sent out each week to every address on our email list. We understand that not
everyone who asks for prayer in worship during “Sharing Our Joys and Concerns” wishes to have
that information shared on the email blast. If you would like to have a prayer request included in the
weekly email, please use the “Prayer Request” form on the table in the back of the sanctuary, call
the office at 401-333-5203, or email office.amumc@gmail.com. Prayer requests will remain on the
prayer list for one month. If you would like a prayer request to remain longer, just let us know.

Arnold Mills United Methodist Church
690 Nate Whipple Hwy.
Cumberland, RI 02864
Phone: 401-333-5203
E-mail: office.amumc@gmail.com
Rev. Arlene M. Tully

Check out our webpage at www.amumc.org
We invite all to our Outdoor Sunday Services:
9:30 a.m. -

Thoughtful service, children's message, special music by our

choir, public celebrations and prayer concerns, and

Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each month.

