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Dear Church Family,
According to third century theologian, Tertullian, the early
Christian community was recognized for “deeds of a love so
noble that lead many to put a brand upon us. ‘See,’ they say,
‘how they love one another.’” Pagans in the surrounding
community were mystified by the behavior of the Christians
(some were even angered by it!). But many – like Tertullian
himself – were attracted to the early church’s culture of mutual
love, kindness, and service. What did Tertullian and others
see that led them to conclude that this was a community
rooted in love? What were the observable behaviors that
convinced them that this was a loving community – one they
felt drawn to become a part of?
And perhaps more importantly, what evidence of love would
be found if someone were to view the inside of our church
today? What behaviors demonstrate that we are a community that is centered in love – one that
practices love with each other and the world around us? And what is it in the way we treat each
other that might prove less persuasive than the conduct of the Christians Tertullian observed?
In Jesus’ day, to be a disciple meant imitating a rabbi’s life, internalizing his values, and sharing
his teachings. As disciples of Jesus, we are called to learn and live his Way – the way of radical
hospitality and servanthood, compassion and humility – the way of self-sacrificial, other-regarding,
community-forming love. We are called to be (as Martin Luther put it) “little Christs for the
world”. How are we doing with that assignment?
One of my regular spiritual practices is to look back at my day each evening and to reflect honestly
on the question, “How well did I love today?” That, to me, is the fundamental question of Christian
discipleship, because if the day’s accomplishments were not done with love they were not done
well. As the apostle Paul reminded the church in Corinth:
If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don’t love, I’m nothing but the creaking of
a rusty gate. If I speak God’s Word with power, revealing all his mysteries and making everything
plain as day, and if I have faith that says to a mountain, “Jump,” and it jumps, but I don’t love, I’m
nothing. If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr,
but I don’t love, I’ve gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I’m
bankrupt without love. (1 Corinthians 13:1-7, The Message)
I invite all of us to take some time each day to consider whether our interactions with others, our
decision-making, our thoughts, words, and deeds have been loving. Are we faithfully following the
Way of Jesus? What do we need to change? What will we try to do differently tomorrow? Will we
pray for the Spirit’s help in becoming the loving people we’re called to be?
By the grace of God, may we continually grow in the practice of Christlike love, so that we say with
confidence (in the words of the well-known hymn): “They’ll know we are Christians by our love.”
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Arlene

From The Pastors Desk

October Sermon Series: Treasure
Whether you are in plenty or in want, money has a direct connection to your values, your faith, and
the health of your relationships. It’s no wonder that in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus presented a
radical message about our “treasure” and our hearts.
On Sunday, October 6 we'll begin a 4-week sermon series based on Jacob Armstrong's Treasure,
which will serve as this year's stewardship program.
A companion book of daily devotional readings will be available in the sanctuary, and each Sunday following
the 8:30 and 10:30 worship services there will be an opportunity to gather for a 30-minute discussion and
DVD session, facilitated by Pastor Arlene. On Sunday, October 27 we'll be invited to commit a portion of our
treasure - and our heart! - to God through Arnold Mills United Methodist Church.
October 6:

"Where Is Your Treasure?" (Matthew 6:19-21)
Do you ever feel that the things you most value and love get the least of your time, attention,
and money? Jesus said that our hearts follow our treasure. So, no matter how much we would
want to give our hearts to God, if our time, energy, and money are flowing to other things, then
our hearts will not be content.

October 13:

"The Problem with Two Masters" (Matthew 6:24)
We often feel conflicted in our lives because so many things seek our attention and our devotion. Jesus said you can’t serve two masters. Most of us are trying to serve a lot more than two!
When you serve your one master God, the other things in life find their proper place and your
hearts find rest.

October 20:

"Giving Our Treasure Back to God" (Matthew 6:1-4)
We earn money and spend money. We want to give money, but there seems to be nothing left
at the end of the month. How can we take a step of faith in giving to God?

October 27:

"Don’t Worry About a Thing" (Matthew 6:25-34)
Jesus understood that a conversation about money should include words about worry and
anxiety. The series ends with Jesus’ call to stop worrying and see what happens when your
heart is given to him.

Free Bible App
Are you looking for a good, free Bible app? The YouVersion Bible
App has been installed on almost 400 million devices worldwide
and includes more than 1,000 English language versions of the
Bible (including audio Bibles). In addition to other features, you
can highlight, bookmark, and take notes as you read. The app is
available for iOS, Android, Kindle, Google Home or Amazon
Echo devices and more. To install, go to https://www.bible.com/
app or visit your device’s app store.

Wednesday Evening Study
Pastor Arlene is exploring whether there is interest in a Wednesday evening Bible study, book
group, or spiritual discussion group. If you would
be interested in participating, please contact the
church office at office.amumc@gmail.com or 401
-333-5203.

Lunch and Learn
Arnold Mills United Methodist Church and Emmanuel Episcopal
Church are teaming up to offer a monthly “Lunch and Learn” series on second Thursdays at noon to explore different topics from
a faith perspective. You are invited to bring a bag lunch; beverages will be provided. Each month one church will host and the
other will present.
Our first “Lunch and Learn” will be hosted by Emmanuel Episcopal Church with Pastor Arlene presenting. The topic will be
“Creatures Of the Same God”, which will focus on rethinking the
relationship between human beings and animals in light of Scripture.
Emmanuel Episcopal Church is located at 120 Nate Whipple
Hwy. in Cumberland.

TRUSTEE REPORT
The following report is thanks to the excellent notes taken by our secretary, Scott Murphy!
* Preventative Maintenance Schedule: The dehumidifier was removed from the property for
servicing under warranty. It will be returned and placed into storage in September. We continued
discussions about having the church and parsonage power-washed and painted and are in the
process of getting estimates. We would like to get this done in the fall. A light fixture in the boiler
room will need to be replaced. The parsonage boiler was serviced, the church boiler service is
pending per Dave Larson. We will add an annual August cleaning of the church school to the PM
schedule. Fran located the previously missing remotes for the sanctuary ceiling fans in a drawer in
the vestry. Fire extinguishers were inspected and serviced last week at a cost of $590 which is up
some from prior years.
* Grounds report: Tom C will be obtaining another bid for the repaving project. We have one for
about $88,000.
* Parsonage report: Pastor Arlene reported a possible water leak in the ceiling of the parsonage
laundry room. Plumber was contacted but was unable to identify the source. They caulked around
the tub upstairs. We will keep an eye on this and address should it reoccur.
* Technology report: We've been asked to explore sound amplification in the sanctuary. We have
up to about $1,000 to spend. Paul Roeber is to look into this.
* Building use: The scouts’ schedule has been updated to the church master calendar. They are
having a yard sale fund-raiser on 09/21 which is approved. We also approved signage in front of the
church advertising their annual membership drive. Pam Thurlow has requested use of the church to
host diabetes classes in Cargill Hall once per week from 7-9pm this winter. We agreed this would be
OK to approve on Wednesday nights with no fee as the group is a non-profit. We also approved a
coat drive box to be placed by a CHS group from mid-October to Thanksgiving. Coats donated will
be distributed at the RI State House later this year.
* Tom C is to explore removal of the propane tank at the scout cabin. He reported there is no need
for smoke detectors in the cabin as it is not a place of gathering. He will also look into having
broken windows fixed and/or replaced.
* Fran has a document outlining suggested guidelines for the church to store documents. The
historical storage room is to be cleaned out this winter.
* Parsonage annual inspection is to be done this month by the heads of trustees and staff parish
committees.
* Reminder to all the congregation that the last person leaving the church needs to ensure the
doors are locked.
Thank you all for caring for our church and congregation,
Lindsay Gettinger
Trustee Co-Chairperson

Coming Soon! Holidays in Arnold Mills!
Saturday, November 9th, 2019 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Featuring
Stained glass candy fudge
Bake Table with homemade apple pies
Baked beans, Cabot cheese
Friendship soup mix
Garden shop
Silent auction
Timeless treasures
Handmade crafts & gift items
Workshops include
Soup mix assembly Wednesday October 2nd at 7:00 pm
Candy making Saturday October 19 and 26 from 9:00 am to 12;00 pm
Apple pie making October 9 at 5:30 pm, October 12 at 8:30 am and October 13 at
12:30 pm
Food & Beverages
Donut truck with coffee outside from 7:30 am to 10:30 am
Mickey G’s Clam cakes & chowder at 11 am

We hope you will join us!!

All Saints Sunday
November 3, 2019
It has been our tradition to use this Sunday as a “Christian Memorial
Day.” The names of members, friends and people who have touched the
church and have returned home to the Lord in the last year are printed in a
special insert in our bulletin and a candle will be lit as their names are read.
If you have a name you would like included on the insert please let the church office know.

Church School News
Beginning in mid-October,
Important Dates
the children will begin
their second unit titled
October 6th: Junior Church
"Teach Us How to Pray".
The children will learn that Children report directly to Cargill Hall
praying is talking with God
and that there are many
ways to talk to God and
many kinds of prayers.
They will learn that Jesus
taught his disciples how to
pray and gave them an
example that we still use
today. This example is
the Lord's Prayer.

The church school is off to a great start this year
with 27 children registering children registering on Rally
Day!

Here's who's having a birthday this month:

October 21st - Jenessa Tatro
October 30th - Rebekkah Condon

God Bless you all on your birthday and the coming year!

Upcoming Events

Worship Committee
As we settle back into our Fall
routine, I want to take this
opportunity to recognize and thank
those who serve on the Worship
Committee so our experience at worship time is as
meaningful as possible. Not only does it take a
village to raise a child but also to assist in our church
life. When you see these people be sure to say
“thanks”. Our church wouldn’t be what it is without
them.

October 2 - Soup Workshop

Acolytes: Stacy Johnson
Altar Flowers: Sharon Bizier
Altar Guild: Rachel Odom and Pam Thurlow
Altar Steward: Ross Hancock
Choir Rep: Pam Thurlow
Greeters: Anne-Marie Rivard
Liturgist: Rebecca Puleo
Music Director: Joey Mazzarella
Ushers: Rich Bizier
A reminder that we would like to add to our Altar
Guild team and are looking for Acolytes. If you are
interested, please contact me at
thurlowcp@verizon.net.

October 19 & 26- Candy Making Workshop

Pam Thurlow, Chair

If you have any questions, comments or
concerns having to do with the staff or parish
feel free to see any member of the committee or
you can email us at amumcsprc@gmail.com.

Worship Committee

October 2,9,16 - Book Study - Phantom Farms
October 6 - Special Church Conference
October 9,12,13 - Pie Making Workshop
October 9 - Board of Trustees Meeting
October 12 - Cub Scouts Spaghetti Fund Raiser
October 14- Columbus Day

October 21 - Church Council Meeting
October 24 - Cemetery Association Meeting
October 31 - Halloween

SPRC News

We are very happy to welcome our new
members – Joyce Fox and Brandon Bell!
Our committee includes: LeeAnn Cotta, Stacey
Johnson, Nancy Gillardi, Joyce Fox, Ann
Hetherington, Sandy Angell and Brandon Bell.

Arnold Mills UMC’s Social Media
Find us on social media! We are on Facebook where you
can read Pastor Arlene’s Daily Reflection and on Instagram.

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Arnold-Mills-United-Methodist-Church-115722435105941
Twitter at https://twitter.com/ArnoldMills_UMC
Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/arnold_mills_umc
Listen to sermons on our website at http://www.amumc.org
Subscribe to sermon podcasts at http://www.buzzsprout.com/434047
An updated, mobile-friendly website is coming soon!

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests are sent out each week to every address on our email list. We understand that not
everyone who asks for prayer in worship during “Sharing Our Joys and Concerns” wishes to have
that information shared on the email blast. If you would like to have a prayer request included in the
weekly email, please use the “Prayer Request” form on the table in the back of the sanctuary, call
the office at 401-333-5203, or email office.amumc@gmail.com. Prayer requests will remain on the
prayer list for one month. If you would like a prayer request to remain longer, just let us know.

Arnold Mills United Methodist Church
690 Nate Whipple Hwy.
Cumberland, RI 02864
Phone: 401-333-5203
E-mail: office.amumc@gmail.com
Rev. Arlene M. Tully

Check out our webpage at www.amumc.org
We invite all to our regular Sunday Services:
8:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. -

Quiet, reflective service with communion each week.

Thoughtful service, children's message, special music by

our choir, public celebrations and prayer concerns, and

Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each month.

