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COVID-19 Update 04/21/21
The AMUMC Reentry Team is a cooperative effort of representatives from the Church Council,
Trustees, and the Worship, Staff-Parish Relations, and Christian Education Committees. The team
continues to track the COVID situation using data sourced from the United States Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Rhode Island Department of Health (RIDOH). All
team recommendations are based on these data, along with the guidelines published by the CDC,
RIDOH, and the New England Annual Conference.
Indoor Worship and Building Use
As of this date we do not yet recommend a return to worship in the sanctuary or resuming
regular building use. We will continue to monitor the situation and will make
recommendations accordingly.
Outdoor Worship
We will resume outdoor worship on Mothers’ Day, May 9 at 10 AM.
The last Sunday for pre-recorded worship services will be May 2.
Livestreaming of outdoor worship services will be available for those who do not attend the
outdoor service in person. After each service the video will be archived for viewing anytime.
New guidelines established for outdoor worship this month (click here) are in effect. All
worshipers are asked to review the guidelines prior to attending.
We tentatively anticipate a return to indoor worship on the Sunday after Labor Day, September 12.
However, that date could be moved up or back depending on significant changes in the data or
public health recommendations.
As always, the Reentry Team welcomes your questions or feedback. You can email the team at
reentry.amumc@gmail.com or contact any member of the team directly.
Your Reentry Team members are:
Lee Ann Cotta
Matthew Cedor
Keith Johnson
Stacey Johnson
Johnna Kosnoff
Cindy Mauch
Joe Mazzarella
Karen Oswain
Pamela Thurlow
Rev. Arlene Tully

SUNDAY SCHOOLERS’ GAME NIGHT—May 3 at 6:30 PM
Pastor Arlene hosts a Zoom game night for Sunday Schoolers on the
first Monday of each month at 6:30 PM. Join us for games like Wheel of
Fortune, Pictionary, Family Feud, and more. Contact Pastor Arlene at
pastor.amumc@gmail.com for the Zoom link

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP RESUMES!
Wednesdays at 2 PM beginning May 12
The book discussion group will begin meeting again, outdoors and socially distant on the church lawn, on May 12. Bring a lawn chair if you have one (we
have folding chairs available if you don’t) and feel free to bring a beverage and
snack. Invite a friend!
Our first book will be C.S. Lewis’ classic, The Great Divorce. This allegorical tale,
centered on a dream journey through the realms of the afterlife, is a reflection
on good and evil, grace and judgment. For more information, contact Pastor
Arlene at pastor.amumc@gmail.com or 401-335-5156.

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU TODAY?
Prayer is an important means of grace through which we experience
the presence of God, and with which we can bring to God the needs of
others. Intercessory prayer (prayer on behalf of others) is an expression
of Christian love and compassion, and it is part of who we are as a community of faith.
If you would like us to pray for you:
• Add your prayer to the weekly list of concerns that is emailed to the entire congregation. (It will also be
shared with the prayer group and the pastor.)
• Or share your prayer with the Tuesday evening prayer group. (It will also be shared with the pastor.)
• Or share your prayer confidentially with the pastor only.
To submit a prayer concern:
• Visit www.amumc.org/prayer. Prayer request submissions are sent confidentially to the pastor.
• Or email Pastor Arlene at pastor.amumc@gmail.com.
• Or contact the church office at 401-333-5203.
If you would like to pray for others:
• Contact the church office to receive the prayer list via email or mail.
• Join the Tuesday evening Zoom prayer group from 6:30—7:00 at zoom.us/j/563411339

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY!
May 23 at 10 AM
After weeks of preparatory classes, AMUMC youth will
renew their baptismal vows and make their public
Profession of Faith during our Pentecost Sunday
worship service. Join us for this important moment in
the lives of these young people and in the life of our
church.

KID’ TIME
Sunday morning Kids’ Time with Pastor Arlene and Lee Ann
Cotta will wrap up when we move to outdoor worship on Sundays at 10 AM. Our last Kids’ Time will be May 2.
We’re looking forward to resuming Sunday School when we
return to indoor worship. In the meantime, Game Nights will
continue on the first Monday of each month.

Native American Ministries Sunday

This month we are celebrating Native American Ministries, one of
7 Special Sunday giving opportunities of the United Methodist
Church. This fund is used for urban ministries with Native Americans and scholarships for Native Americans attending UMC
seminaries. Contributions to this fund can be made on our website www.amumc.org by clicking on the Give tab and then clicking on the Online donation link. All of the Special Sunday funds
are set up here on our safe and secure giving system. You can
also send a check made out to AMUMC with a notation in the
memo line for Native American Sunday. Checks can be mailed
to: AMUMC Counters, 690 Nate Whipple Highway, Cumberland
RI 028664.
Thank you!
AMUMC Finance Committee

Finance Committee Update March 2021 YTD
Through the first quarter of this year, Church Operating Income was $42,598 while Operating Expenses totaled $50,598, resulting in a Net Loss of $7,432 for the quarter. Pledged income was
slightly below plan. Expenses were generally on budget for the quarter. The checking account balance as of March 31st was $28,380. This included $1,750 in Memorial gifts which will be transferred
to the Trustee portfolio. If you would like to receive the Financial Reports or if you have any questions, please contact Treasurer Cindy Mauch at camauch@gmail.com.

Scout Spring Clean-Up Saturday April 3rd
Here are pictures taken at the Scout Spring Clean-Up on Saturday, April 3rd. Thanks
go to our church members Karen Oswain, Tom Cabana, Phil Irons, Lindsay Gettinger
and the many Scouts, Cub Scouts, leaders and parents who came out in full force
and did a fantastic job of beautifying the grounds!

APRIL TRUSTEE REPORT
Due to many member conflicts the Trustee Committee did not officially hold a meeting in April. Still,
the projects continued...
Instituting a contract with a gas/heating company in order to keep up with the needs of our ancient
system is still being pursued.
Parsonage repairs were completed on April 19th and 20th. These included a new storm door on the
front entrance, new bifold closet doors in the study, and the installation of a replacement window
above the kitchen sink.
Several of the trustees also participated in the Scout Spring Clean-Up Day. We thank the many
scouts, their leaders, and parents for a job well done! They all worked extremely hard as the property had sadly been a bit neglected due to last spring's cancellation of the event.
We will all appreciate their efforts as we meet again on the lawn for summertime services!
Until then,
Lindsay Gettinger
Trustee Co-chair

Church Missions Committee Report
May 2021
Note: The various Mission and Social Concern activities continue to be modified or on-hold
due to the ongoing health crisis. Please follow the various announcements from the church
office as decisions are made to reschedule or readjust these services and programs.
Meals in the Park
The most recent Meal in the Park event was held on Sunday, April 18th. Karen Oswain, the coordinator for this program, expresses deep gratitude for all the help received to implement the meal
in the park. The homemade desserts, hot soup, rolled cutlery, cooking the turkeys and making the
mashed potatoes were wonderful! Thanks to those for the efficient set up in the park, especially
having the kids Aaron, Ben and Tyler join us to help assemble meals. Volunteers distributed a lot of
food, in addition to a surprise delivery of an additional 300 ham and cheese sandwiches by a Warwick caterer. One of the guests gave a blessing and sang Amazing Grace. It was a good day in the
park. The next meal is May 16th. Thank you for continuing to support Arnold Mills United Methodist
Church with this mission project. Please call Karen 333-2166 if you have any questions or would like
to donate to this wonderful program.
The Franklin Farm Community Garden and the Historic Metcalf-Franklin Farm Preservation
Association
If you want to hike and marvel at the wonderous views, the 65-acre property is available for casual
open space usage – hiking, dog walking, bird watching and/or kite flying. You can park by the barn
complex and enjoy the beautiful outdoor open space. Preparations have begun for the upcoming
harvest season. The garden area winter rye grass covering has been tilled under and the vegetable
seed and seedling plantings will be done in May. Health protocols are still in place for the safety of
the volunteers preforming the various tasks at the Farm. Interested in helping out? Check out our
website: franklinfarmri.org; or the Facebook page: www.facebook.com/historicmetcalffranklinfarmri/
Any questions, please contact Pam or Chip Thurlow; 401-333-1235, thurlowcp@gmail.com
Cintas Clothing Donation
The Cintas clothing and our church donations to the St. James Episcopal Church Clothing Closet and occasionally to the Community Care Alliance, both in Woonsocket, continue with weather and
scheduling permitting. Rob Blais, Rich Bizier and Chip Thurlow are the drivers for the twice or thrice
monthly deliveries – the first, third and fifth Thursdays of the month.
Dave’s Marketplace Day Old Bakery Donations
The Monday, Wednesday and Friday transporting of day old baked goods from Dave’s Marketplace at Chapel Four Corners continues to various community organizations! Thanks to
Rachel and Elton Odom, Lynne Janke, Lu and Rich Bizier and Chip Thurlow. We could use one or
two more volunteers to assist with the Monday deliveries, usually to the Cumberland Senior Center
at the Monastery. Please contact Chip Thurlow if you have any questions: thurlowcp@aol.com; 401333-1235.
Habitat for Humanity
The next Habitat for Humanity project is under development. We will notify AMUMC members when
volunteer dates are announced. The fundraising campaign celebrating the 30 th anniversary of the
West Bay Northern RI chapter will end the first week of May. So donations to AMUMC on behalf of
our partner Habitat for Humanity chapter can still be made in time. Any questions, contact Chip
Thurlow: thurlowcp@aol.com.
Chip Thurlow,
Chairperson, AMUMC Missions and Social Concerns Committee

Church School News
Important Dates
May 30th: Last day of church school

During the Month of
May the children will
be learning about
"People who made a
difference".
The Bible
verse: Many
(people) ...believed in
him because of the
woman's testimony. (John 4:39)
Main Idea: People of faith made a difference. Through the stories of people of faith the children will learn more about God. They will learn that
as people of faith, they can respond to God and
make a difference too.

Here's who's having a birthday this month:

May 2nd: Josie Cunningham
May 6th: Sydnee Gauvin
May 17th: Brandon Berdos
May 26th: Shane Carney, Joaquin Cardoso
God Bless you all on your birthday and the coming year!

Worship Committee

Upcoming Events

I want to take this opportunity to
recognize and thank those who
serve on the Worship Committee
so our experience at worship time
is as meaningful as possible. Not only does it take a
village to raise a child but also to assist in our church
life. When you see these people be sure to say
“thanks”. Our church wouldn’t be what it is without
them.
Acolytes: Stacy Johnson
Altar Flowers: Sharon Bizier
Altar Guild: Rachel Odom, Pam Thurlow and Ann
Hetherington
Altar Steward: Ross Hancock
Choir Rep: Pam Thurlow
Greeters: Anne-Marie Rivard
Liturgist: Rebecca Puleo
Music Director: Joey Mazzarella
Ushers: Rich Bizier
A reminder that we would like to add to our Altar
Guild team and are looking for Acolytes. If you are
interested, please contact me at
thurlowcp@gmail.com.
Pam Thurlow, Chair
Worship Committee

May 1: May Day
May 6: National Day of Prayer
May 6: Church Council Special Meeting
May 9: Mother’s Day
May 13: Ascension Day
May 13: Board of Trustees Meeting
May 15: Armed Forces Day
May 16: Ascension Sunday
May 17: Church Council Meeting
May 23: Pentecost Sunday
May 24: Aldersgate Day
May 30: Peace with Justice Sunday
May 31: Memorial Day

SPRC News
Our committee also includes Lee Ann Cotta,
Stacey Johnson, Joyce Fox, Sandy Angell and
Anne Hetherington.
If you have any questions, comments or
concerns having to do with the staff of the parish
feel free to see any member of the committee or
you can email us at amumcsprc@gmail.com

Arnold Mills UMC’s Social Media
Find us on social media! We are on Facebook where you
can read Pastor Arlene’s Daily Reflection and on Instagram.

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Arnold-Mills-United-Methodist-Church-115722435105941
Twitter at https://twitter.com/ArnoldMills_UMC
Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/arnold_mills_umc
Listen to sermons on our website at http://www.amumc.org
Subscribe to sermon podcasts at http://www.buzzsprout.com/434047

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests are sent out each week to every address on our email list. We understand that not
everyone who asks for prayer in worship during “Sharing Our Joys and Concerns” wishes to have
that information shared on the email blast. If you would like to have a prayer request included in the
weekly email, please use the “Prayer Request” form on the table in the back of the sanctuary, call
the office at 401-333-5203, or email office.amumc@gmail.com. Prayer requests will remain on the
prayer list for one month. If you would like a prayer request to remain longer, just let us know.

Arnold Mills United Methodist Church
690 Nate Whipple Hwy.
Cumberland, RI 02864
Phone: 401-333-5203
E-mail: office.amumc@gmail.com
Rev. Arlene M. Tully

Check out our webpage at www.amumc.org
We will resume outdoor worship on Mothers’ Day, May 9 at 10 AM.
Livestreaming of outdoor worship services will be available for

those who do not attend the outdoor service in person. After
each service the video will be archived for viewing anytime.

