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Dear AMUMC Family,
The end of April is just around the corner. In spite of all
of the rain, the temperatures feel wonderfully warm for
the end of April. The weather is an invitation to step
outside and observe all of the changes that are taking
place. I love seeing the bulb flowers emerge from the
ground after their winter’s rest. Every day I carefully
examine the buds on our dogwood trees as they
slowly unfold. The leaves on the trees that separate
our property from the next house down the street are filling in all the blank spaces,
hiding the house from view. It feels like a bit of heaven in this place where I live.
Change is happening all around, and I am acutely aware that May brings the reality
of my leaving AMUMC closer. We have been partners in ministry for the past nine
years. I am grateful for our time together, and I am sad to think about leaving. At the
same time, I am eager to find out what God has in store from me as I leave parish
ministry. While I have ideas about “what is next,” I understand the need to be open
to God’s calling.
You too, AMUMC Family, are about to experience change. My prayer for you is that
you will also be open to God’s call in your next chapter. There is no way to know
with certainty “what is next.” I believe you will carry on with your ministry under new
pastoral leadership making amazing Arnold Mills discoveries along the way. AMUMC
is an AMAZING place!
In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Lynn

From the Pastor's Desk
NEW MEMBERS’ CLASS
I am well aware that my time serving AMUMC is growing very short. I would like to
have one more New Members’ Class before I leave. If you are interested in joining my
final New Members’ Class, it will take place on Sunday May 5 following the 10:30
worship service. We will meet in the vestry. New members will join AMUMC on
Sunday May 19.
Thank You!
Thank you everybody for the birthday celebration. The pot of flowers now graces the
step by our porch door. It is a happy greeting to come home to every day!
Pastor Lynn
Annual Conference News
The United Methodist Foundation of New England is hosting a sock drive at Annual
Conference this year. They will distribute them to homeless ministries.
According to Boston Healthcare for the Homeless:
“Access to shoes and socks is often limited for the homeless men and
women living in shelters and on the streets. Rain-soaked feet, ill-fitting
shoes, constant standing and diseases like diabetes take their toll on the
feet of homeless people. Every day, Boston Healthcare for the Homeless’
nurses and physicians treat a variety of foot ailments – from trench foot to
skin infections, from frostbite to nail diseases. The best was to prevent
such conditions is to keep feet clean and dry – very difficult if you spend
your days outside.”
If you would like to donate new socks to this mission project, Pastor Lynn and Cindy
Mauch will take them to Annual Conference (June 13-15). There will be a basket
outside of Pastor Lynn’s office door for drop off.

Treasurers Report
Through the first quarter of 2019, AMUMC received $42,930 in Operating Income, primarily from
pledged and unpledged donations. Total Operating Expenses were $50,002. Income and
Expenses were generally on budget, with no surprises. The Net Operating Loss of $7,072 was offset
this quarter by Parsonage Rental Income of $6,800. There will be no additional Parsonage Rental
Income this year as the tenant is moving out, and the Parsonage will be occupied by the new
Pastor. This will result in increasing Net Operating Losses.
The checking account balance as of 3/31/19 was $20,403. There is a $1,159 passbook CD coming
due in June that will be used for moving expenses for the new Pastor.
There is a restricted balance within the checking account of $6,198. These funds are for special
purposes, such as Meals for the Homeless, Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, Youth Mission funds and
Coffee hour funds.
There was an external audit conducted during March of the 2018 financial records. All required
financial policies and procedures are being followed. Audit recommendations included securing the
Treasurer laptop with a password (completed) and putting policies and procedures in writing.
If you have any questions or would like copies of the detailed financial reports please let me know
and I will be happy to send them to you.
Respectfully submitted
Cindy Mauch Treasurer

RISEM CLAY Workshop
March 30, 2019

On Saturday, March 30, 2019, seven members of our congregation attended the RISEM CLAY
( Clergy and Laity) Workshop held at the East Greenwich UMC. We all enjoyed spending the day
with representatives from many UMC churches and gained insights and knowledge of resources
available to all of us. Joyce Fox and Sandy Angell attended the Staff-Parrish workshop; Sam and
Paula Burgos covered the Finance Committee workshop; and Paul Roeber, Tom Hetherington, and
Lindsay Gettinger participated in the Trustee Committee workshop.
We all were pleased at the quality of information given by the presenters and left feeling that Arnold
Mills is in fairly good shape. There are areas we can improve upon though, with the first issue being
communications between committees, the pastor, and the congregation. So trustee representatives
will be attending the Council, Finance, Staff-Parrish, and Education meetings and church members
are always welcome at trustee meetings. We also welcome suggestions, comments, and
compliments from anyone!
Lindsay Gettinger

Christian Ed Committee
The Christian Ed committee is looking for the names of this years graduates! If you know of a
church member who is graduating from high school or college please send the information to either
the church office (office.amumc@gmail.com) or to leeann.cotta@gmail.com by May 31,
2019. Please include the following:
Graduating from high school: Name of school you are graduating from and name of school you
are attending in the fall.
Graduating from college/secondary school: Name of school and degree you received.

Trustees Update
During a storm in late February, a huge pine tree limb fell THROUGH the roof of the Scout cabin,
causing considerable damage inside and out. (See photos.) Stanley Tree Service was at the
church soon after to remove said limb. They also covered the hole in the roof with a tarp.

After a long and frustrating search for a roofing company to do repairs, we have a contract with T.
Cardoso Construction to do the work. It should be completed by late April or early May. (Because
of the delay, the roof was covered again with plywood and waterproof material.)

We are going to remove (and prune) more nearby trees to prevent future damage.
On Saturday, April 6, the Scouts and their families did a terrific job cleaning the church grounds of
winter debris. THANK YOU!
We are getting ready to welcome our new pastor, Arlene Tully.
-----The parsonage will be professionally cleaned by J. Brian Day on May 8.
-----New name signs have been ordered for the large church sign by the road.
Respectfully submitted, Trustees.
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The AMUMC Missions and Social Concerns Committee
Dave’s Marketplace Day Old Bakery Donations

Our volunteers continue to transport Dave’s Marketplace at Chapel Four Corners day old baked
goods on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays to a variety of community organizations. Thanks
to Rich Bizier, Jill Beausoleil, Lynne Janke, Jean Clark, Elton and Rachel Odom and Chip Thurlow for transporting the baked goods. If you are interested in assisting with some of these donations, please contact Chip Thurlow: 401-333-1235; thurlowcp@aol.com.
Soup Kitchen Meals in Woonsocket

AMUMC provides lunches for needy families and individuals at the World War II Park in Woonsocket. We
feed up to 100 meals during this lunch and are now packing a brown bag meals “to go” for evening sustenance. This is a year round program and coordinated by local churches, business and individuals for the City
of Woonsocket. Any questions, please contact Karen Oswain: kkoswain@netscape.net; 401-749-3609
Habitat for Humanity

The Habitat for Humanity next project is to install the foundation at 277 Talcott Street in Woonsocket and then volunteers can begin
work on framing. A variety of jobs are available, even for the inexperienced! Our church has committed to the second Saturday of
each month. The Habitat Board of Directors holds their meetings on the second Monday of alternate months here at AMUMC.
Franklin Farm

The Franklin Farm volunteers are preparing for the 13th season of growing vegetables for needy families!
On Saturday May 4th for six weeks starting at 10AM, Franklin Farm volunteers will hold a guided nature walk around the
grounds of the Farm. The fee is $5 per person or $15 per family.
Any questions, please contact Pam and/or Chip Thurlow.
Cintas Clothing Donations

The Cintas clothing donations that continue to the St. James Episcopal Church and occasionally to the Community Care Alliance,
both in Woonsocket. Ron Blais, Rich Bizier and Chip Thurlow provide the twice monthly deliveries.

Clothing and Boxed and Canned Goods Donations

The Food Pantry at the Cumberland Senior Center at the Monastery has closed so
many of the ongoing donations of boxed and canned goods and personal care items
are donated to either the Northern RI Food Pantry or the Woonsocket Shelter.

Chip Thurlow, Chairperson
401-333-1235; thurlowcp@aol.com
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Church School News
As the church school year
comes to a close the children
will continue with their final unit
"Easter People".

Junior Church
May 5th
Children should report directly to
Cargill Hall

The Main Idea: The children will
learn that the lives of Jesus'
friends were changed on the day
of resurrection. They will learn
that their lives are changed as
they become Easter people
through God's grace.
Objectives: By the end of the unit children will
 learn the Easter story as it is found in John's
Gospel;
 identify ways that people changed because of the
Resurrection;
 recognize that we can also experience change
through God's grace.
Bible verse: But these are written so that you may
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that through believing you may have life in his
name. (John 20:31)

Here's who's having
a birthday this
month:
May 2nd -- Josie Cunningham
May 6th -- Sydnee Gauvin
May 13th -- Ayden and Zachary Jarl
May 17th -- Brandon Berdos
May 26th -- Joaquin Cardoso
May 30th -- Alexa Bell

God Bless you all on your birthday and the coming year!
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Worship Committee

Upcoming Events

Did You Know?? The Worship
Committee is responsible for
Acolytes, Altar Guild, Altar
Stewards, Flowers, Greeters,
Liturgists and Ushers. We are a busy, busy team. A
big shout out for our newest team members: Ushers
Rich Bizier and Paul Roeber and Altar Guild
members Rachael Odom (on the 90 day plan) and
Brittany Lambert. Thanks to you all. One more Altar
Guild Member would be the icing on the
cake. Finally, thanks to Sel Whitcomb for
shepherding this committee for the last few
years. Sel, you have the gratitude of us all.

May 2nd: July 4th Parade Committee Meeting
May 4th: Troop 1 Pancake Breakfast
May 5th: Native American Ministries Sunday
May 5th: New Members Class
May 5th: Margaret Stearns Service Award
Interviews
May 8th: Board of Trustees Meeting
May 11th: Ripple Effect 3.0
May 12th: Mother's Day
May 23rd: July 4th Parade Committee Meeting

Pam Thurlow, Committee Chairperson

SPRC News
We are very happy to welcome our new
members – Joyce Fox and Brandon Bell!

Save the Date
Our committee includes: LeeAnn Cotta,
Stacey Johnson, Nancy Gillardi, Joyce Fox,
Ann Hetherington, Sandy Angell and
Brandon Bell.
Any comments or concerns feel free to see
any member of the committee or you can
email us at amumcsprc@gmail.com.

We will be celebrating Pastor Lynn’s retirement on
Sunday June 23rd, which will also be her last day
preaching at AMUMC. Please join us after the 10:30 am
worship service in Cargill Hall (and on the front lawn if
weather permits!) to celebrate with Lynn and Courtney
and to say goodbye.
Please look for a poster in Cargill Hall where you can sign
up to help with this special sendoff. We are looking for
people to bring main dishes, salads and drinks, to
decorate, to help in the kitchen, and with event set up and
break-down, and more!

4th of July Parade
It’s only two months away! It is the annual Arnold Mills Fourth of July Parade!
The planned schedule is as follows:
9:00AM – 51st Annual AAU 4 Mile Road Race
11:00AM – 93rd Annual Arnold Mills Parade
This year the parade’s theme is “Let Freedom Ring.”
The Arnold Mills Parade committee cordially invites everybody at AMUMC to participate in the
holiday events or to assist in their “Bucket Brigade.” - Joyce A Hindle Koutsogian, Parade
Association President
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Check out our webpage at www.amumc.org
We invite all to our Sunday Services:
8:30 a.m. -

10:30 a.m. -

Quiet, reflective service with communion each week.

Thoughtful service, children's message, special music by

our choir, public celebrations and prayer concerns, and

Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each month.

