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Phone: 401-333-5203

Rev. Lynn McCracken
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Dear AMUMC Family,
On Wednesday, March 6, we will embark on our annual Lenten
journey. Once again, I will be using material from the Rev. Dr.
Marcia McFee. This is what she has to say about this year’s
journey:
The season of Lent has often been a time when we think
about "giving something up”—a holdover from its
penitential flavor in the medieval church. But what if we
thought less about "giving up" and more about "making
room?" In this Lent series, we will find out what it really costs to be so busy. Let us
reconnect to an unhurried God.
Our Ash Wednesday service will begin at 7PM. Please bring a small box with you. You can
decorate it ahead of time if you would like. This box will become you own personal God Box.
During our Ash Wednesday service you will receive not only the imposition of ashes, but a couple
of messages to put into your God Box. You are invited to add your own messages as you move
through your personal Lenten season.
Our services during Holy Week will also take place at 7PM for Maundy Thursday (4/18) and Good
Friday (4/19). As you know, I have some strong feelings about attending Holy Week services. I
believe it is a critical foundation to our Easter celebration. How can we arrive at Easter without first
having deeply considered and experienced the memory of Jesus’ last days as God incarnate on
earth? I hope that not only will you come, but that you might invite a friend or family member.
Easter morning our services will be at 8:30 and 10:30. Again, I encourage you to invite others to
join us for this glorious celebration. By the time April 21 arrives, you will have had plenty of
opportunities to “make room” for the celebration that is the foundation of our faith. I look forward to
our worship time together as we reconnect to an unhurried God!
In Christ’s Love,
Lynn

February 2019 Trustee Report

The Trustee Committee invited the congregation to attend their meeting on February 13, 2019 at
which Rockland Trust representatives reviewed our portfolio holdings and 2018 performance. Keith
Johnson, Council Chair, did join us. The presentation was very informative and the trustees continue
to feel our portfolio is with good minds at Rockland.
Rich Bizier has completed his term with the committee and felt it was time to resign. He did a
commendable job as our parsonage liaison for two years and was always a pleasure to work with.
We thank you for your service, Rich!
Please, will someone consider joining this active, fun committee? We actually would like two new
members! Please?
As for maintenance of our facility we have dealt with furnace vent issues, toilets leaking, elevator
inspections, thermostat setting, snow removal, and as of the 25th of February, a tree limb damaging
the roof of the scout cabin.
Both the Trustee Committee and the Church Council have considered a request from a home
schooling group to use our classrooms and hall every Thursday for six weeks this spring. The
majority are in favor of the proposal so we are moving forward with negotiations.
Respectfully submitted,
Lindsay Gettinger, Co-Chairwoman

The Rhode Island United Methodist Association (RIUMA)
LENTEN MISSION PROJECT

Our District Contact
Info

As an observance of the season of Lent – a time of fasting, repentance, moderation, selfdenial and spiritual discipline – RIUMA invites your congregation to join in this mission project
to help needy people in our communities. Since organizations working with the homeless
often provide hot showers, we will partner with them by collecting supplies.

District Superintendent
Rev. Dr. Andrew L. Foster III
Administrative Assistant

We are looking for towels (new or gently used) and single-use toiletries (little bottles of

Mrs. Susan Leatherwood

shampoo, small bars of soap, lotion, etc., like the ones provided in hotels), and warm socks,

Lay Leader

a blessing for those out in the cold and on the street.
______________________________
Supplies may be brought to the Barrington United Methodist Church,
230 Washington Road, in Barrington, now through Easter, April 21. The church office hours
are Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. To make other arrangements, please call Pastor Dan
Ames at 401-245-2385 or email him at pastordfames@yahoo.com.

Dan Genannt
Address
12 Bay Spring Avenue
Barrington, RI 02806
Office Phone
(401) 246-1100
Email
rim@neumc.org
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Transformed by the Holy Spirit, united in trust,
we will boldly proclaim Christ to the world.

Ripple Effect 3.0
From Rev. Rick McKinley (Office of Congregational Development)

Last year I offered training for churches of a certain size, based on average worship attendance.
Because of the positive feedback, I'm offering one again on May 11th for your church. It will be held
at Rock Church, 90 Newton Rd., Plaistow NH. Doors will open at 9, with the workshop starting at
9:30 a.m.

The focus will be on developing leadership and a leadership pipeline as it relates to your work of
making disciples. This will be tailored for churches that average over 100 in worship. The speaker/
leader for the event will be the Rev. Dr. Jacqui King (bio attached.)

More details will be coming soon on how you can register you and your team, but like last year, it will
be only $25 for the pastor, and $10 for each lay person. The day will include lunch. I know it's a busy
time of year, and no date is perfect, but hopefully you can send a group to this valuable time of
learning.
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Home Visitation -- after Tom Conboy

I think we all miss Tom Conboy, our now-retired
Minister of Visitation who has moved to live near
his son and family in Minnesota. Tom always
had that great smile and booming voice and a
compliment or excitement which he shared with
us. He has not given up his many friends in
Arnold Mills, just because he moved, as we get
frequent phone calls and reports on his full life in
a Minnesota retirement community.
Nevertheless, his absence leaves a void in our
congregational life for many, particularly those
whose mobility may be restricted or where they
just feel the need for a friendly face and a shared
story, from time to time.
That’s where Brittnay Lambert and I are hoping to
fill a part of the “after Tom Conboy” void. Do you
recognize the members in this photo? I have
been a member of Arnold Mills for 57 years;
Brittnay first attended Sunday School at Arnold
Mills a number of years ago and has been a
teacher in our Sunday School for the past 3
years.
We are looking for homes where people are seeking a connection with their community. We are
looking for individuals where a friendly face and shared conversation will lift their day. We are
prepared to talk …… baseball, football, old times, global warming, grandchildren, weather, fishing
stories, or car problems. We are not prepared to talk about politics, rumors or secrets. That is what
we are about. We would like to listen to you and share with you, in short home visits. Like Tom’s
visits --- we will always close with a Prayer.
If you would like to be on our list for periodic pre-scheduled calls, get a message to the Church
Office (333-5203) or one of us.

Keith Johnson (486-7666) & Brittany Lambert (744-7070)
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The AMUMC Missions and Social Concerns Committee
Dave’s Marketplace Day Old Bakery Donations
Our volunteers continue to transport day old baked goods from Dave’s Marketplace at Chapel Four Corners
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays to the Cumberland Senior Center, the Woonsocket Shelter, the Northern RI Food Pantry, Progresso Latino in Central Falls or the Salvation Army of Pawtucket. If you are interested in assisting with some of these donations, contact Chip Thurlow: 401-333-1235; thurlowcp@aol.com.
Soup Kitchen Meals in Woonsocket
AMUMC provides lunches for needy families and individuals at the World War II Park in Woonsocket. We
feed up to 100 meals during this lunch and are now packing a brown bag meals “to go” for evening sustenance. This is a year round program and coordinated by local churches, business and individuals for the City
of Woonsocket. Any questions, contact Karen Oswain: kkoswain@netscape.net; 401-749-3609
Habitat for Humanity
The Habitat for Humanity restoration project in Burrillville at 66 Wallum Lake Road is almost complete. The
next scheduled date for AMUMC volunteers is Saturday, March 9th from 8:30AM to about 3:30PM. The next
project is new construction at 277 Talcott Street in Woonsocket. The beginning of that project will be announced in the spring. A variety of jobs are available, even for the inexperienced! Our church has committed
to the second Saturday of each month. The Habitat Board of Directors holds their meetings on the second
Monday of alternate months here at AMUMC.
Franklin Farm
The Franklin Farm volunteers are preparing for another season of growing vegetables for needy families. Last
year over 37,000 pounds of vegetables were donated to the RI Community Food Bank and six local soup
kitchens and food pantries. The seeds and seedlings will be planted in May and harvesting will begin at the
beginning of July. Harvest nights will be Mondays and Thursdays from 5:30 PM to dusk.


The main farmhouse is in the process of being restored by a combined effort of Cumberland officials and
HMFFPA volunteers. The exterior is complete and now efforts are underway to raise funds for interior renovations.



On Saturday, April 13th, the RI Relics non-profit group will hold their second annual metal detection
event at Franklin Farm. Over 150 metal detector club members from New England and other states will
spend the entire day searching for over 4,000 items (antique coins, shell casings, lead bullets, cutlery,
etc.) planted by the organizers. Last year they found over 200 additional items that were “lost” at the farm
over the years and they donated them to the HMFFPA for documentation and preservation.



On Saturday May 4th for six weeks starting at 10AM, Franklin Farm volunteers will hold a guided nature
walk around the grounds of the Farm. The fee is $5 per person or $15 per family. Any questions, please
contact Pam and/or Chip Thurlow.

Adopt-A-Family Christmas Gifts
Thank you letter received from a family who received gifts from AMUMC. Adopt-A-Family served 1,943 children in 951 families. AMUMC was one of the 388 donors. We also assisted Cumberland families by donating boxed and canned goods and Christmas presents through the Happy Basket Program. We donated over
$660 for the purchase of Christmas presents for the Happy Basket Program.
Cintas Clothing Donations
The Cintas clothing donations that continue to the St. James Episcopal Church and occasionally to the Community Care Alliance, both in Woonsocket. Ron Blais, Rich Bizier and Chip Thurlow provide the twice monthly
deliveries.
Clothing and Boxed and Canned Goods Donations
The ongoing donations of boxed and canned food goods and personal care items to the Northern RI Food
Pantry, the Food Pantry at the Cumberland Senior Center at the Monastery and the Woonsocket Shelter.
Chip Thurlow, Chairperson AMUMC Missions and Social Concerns Committee 401-333-1235; thurlowcp@aol.com
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Church School News
The children have begun their
5th workshop Unit titled
"Elijah". The children will learn
that Elijah was a prophet of
God, who trusted God even
when all things seemed
impossible. They will learn that
they too can trust God and have
hope.
The main idea is: Elijah, a
prophet of God, trusted God
even when all things seemed
impossible. We can trust in God
too, and have hope.
Objectives: By the end of the unit children will
 hear the story of the prophet Elijah;
 learn a definition of the term prophet and be able to
locate stories about the prophet Elijah in books 1 and 2
Kings;
 hear examples of how Elijah trusted God and discover
ways they can trust God in their lives;
 learn about some of the unlikely ways God cared for and
provided for Elijah and recognize and be able to discuss
ways God cares for and provides for them
 discover ways that Elijah heard and talked to God and
talk about ways they can listen for God and talk to God in
their lives
Bible verses: Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Never
rely on what you think you know. Remember the Lord in
everything you do, and he will show you the right
way. (Proverbs 3:5-6, Good News Translation)
Be still, and know that I am God! (Psalm 46:10)

Here's who's having
a birthday this month:
2nd -- Lexi Johnson-McMahon
3rd -- Bently Jarl, Ryan St. Godard
11th -- Olivia Lyon
18th -- Ben Johnson-McMahon

God Bless you all on your birthday and
the coming year!
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Junior Church
March 3rd
Please report directly to
Cargill Hall where we will
be making Valentines!

Worship Committee
Thanks to those who donated poinsettias that
beautified our sanctuary during the Christmas
season.
A signup sheet for Altar Flowers is posted on the
bulletin board outside of Cargill Hall. Please take
the time to honor someone and
enhance the beauty of our
church.
You may direct any questions or
comments to any member of the Committee:
Sarah Gauvin, Ross Hancock, Joey Mazzarella,
Rebekah Puleo, Ann Marie Rivard, Sharon Bizier,
Tom Shackelford, Brittney Lambert or myself.

Snow Cancellation Policy
During times of heavy
snow or other bad
storms, the cancellation
of church services will be
broadcast on the RI
Broadcasters Service, so
cancellations will show up on TV and news
web sites just like school cancellations.
You are always urged to use their
discretion, and stay at home if getting to
the church would entail any risk in bad
weather.

Margaret Stearns
Service Award

Pam Thurlow, Chairperson

Ash Wednesday
marks the
beginning of the
season of Lent, a
time when many
Christians prepare
for Easter by observing a period of fasting, repentance,
moderation and spiritual discipline. It emphasizes two
themes: our sinfulness before God and our human
mortality. The use of ashes as a sign of mortality and
repentance has a long history in Jewish and Christian
worship. Historically, ashes signified purification and
sorrow for sins. The ash cross on the forehead is an
outward sign of our sorrow and repentance for sins.

Applications for the 2019 Margaret Stearns
Service Award are available in the Stearns
file in the Vestry and Church office. If you
would like an application you may take one
from the hanging file or contact the office
and arrange for one to be provided for you.
The eligibility criteria for AMUMC members
was revised last year so potential applicants
should make sure that they qualify before
applying. Any questions contact Chip
Thurlow, Chairperson, Margaret Stearns
Service Award Committee: 401-333-1235,
thurlowcp@aol.com

— Adapted from The United Methodist Book of Worship

Join us for an Ash Wednesday
Service, March 6th at 7:00 p.m.
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Arnold Mills United Methodist Church
690 Nate Whipple Hwy.
Cumberland, RI 02864
Phone: 401-333-5203
E-mail: amumc@verizon.net
Rev. Lynn McCracken

Check out our webpage at www.amumc.org
We invite all to our Sunday Services:
8:30 a.m. -

10:30 a.m. -

Quiet, reflective service with communion each week.

Thoughtful service, children's message, special music by

our choir, public celebrations and prayer concerns, and

Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each month.

