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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

As I write this I am sitting in the living room of the parsonage,
surrounded by boxes waiting to be unpacked and trying to
imagine what God has in store for us as we begin our ministry
together. I am eager to begin that adventure with you!
A new appointment always brings a mix of excitement and
apprehension. It’s a bit like a new marriage – the couple is
overjoyed to be joining their lives together, but they also have
to go through a time of adjustment.
Each partner brings to the union their own experiences,
traditions, and expectations, and it can take a little while to
settle into a shared life. There’s always a time of transition between what was and what will be,
which can potentially involve well-intentioned missteps and misunderstandings. But even if there
are bumps along the way, the couple remains committed to building the best life possible together.
As we are joined as congregation and pastor, I want you to know that I am committed to building
the best life possible together, even if there are bumps along the way. In fact, I expect some
bumps! Pastoral transitions inherently present challenges. No doubt I will make some mistakes in
spite of my best attempts to understand and honor your customs and practices. And it will take
time to get to know one another and to grow in mutual trust and love. But if we are willing to extend
grace to one another as our bond develops, I have no doubt that our relationship will be a strong,
healthy, and enduring one.
In the words of the hymn, “Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love”. May God indeed
bless the tie that binds us together as we serve God, each other, and our neighbors in the years to
come.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Arlene

Pastor Arlene's Biography

Arlene was born in Connecticut and grew up in Westerly, RI. She is a graduate of the University of
Rhode Island (B.S., Resource Development) and Andover Newton Theological School (M.Div.).
Before being called into ordained ministry, Arlene spent more than 20 years in restaurant
management. She has served churches in Maine, at Randoph & East Pittston, Waterville, and
Bangor. Arlene was appointed to Arnold Mills United Methodist Church in 2019.
In addition to her responsibilities at church and her connectional ministry (such as the District
Committee on Ordained Ministry, Conference Board of Ordained Ministry, Committee on
Episcopacy, and mentoring clergy), Arlene has always been active in the communities in which she
has lived. She has served on the boards of homeless shelters, community organizing projects, and
interfaith councils. Arlene’s leisure time activities include reading, birding, and cooking.
One of the most unusual aspects of Arlene’s ministry is her work with a Facility Dog named Kirby VII.
Kirby is a 7-year-old Golden Retriever/Labrador Retriever cross, professionally bred, trained, and
certified by Canine Companions for Independence. Kirby’s activities include offering comfort and
affection during visits to nursing homes and hospitals, participating in young students’ reading
programs, helping Arlene with children’s time during worship, and acting as a goodwill ambassador
out in the community. You can also find Arlene and Kirby greeting worshipers each Sunday. They
hope to see you soon!

Pastor Lynn's Retirement Party
Dear Arnold Mills UMC Family,
It is with deepest, heartfelt gratitude that I thank you for the amazing time of worship and the farewell
party on Sunday, June 23. I have never attended such a magnificent farewell party! Your gifts and
your thoughtful actions will stay with me always.
Love,
Pastor Lynn

JUNE TRUSTEE REPORT
During the month of June the Trustee Committee has taken care of preventative maintenance items
such as servicing the air conditioners, completing work on the boiler, and having the downstairs
dehumidifier set up for the summer. Our main project was readying the parsonage for our new
pastor, Arlene. On Saturday, June 8th, we spent the morning raking, trimming, mowing and cleaning
up around the exterior of the parsonage. It was a beautiful morning weather-wise, the coffee and
donuts hit the spot, and only one person came down with poison ivy. As you can see in the photos,
we are a happy crew and would still love to have a new member join us! Our next meeting will be
held on August 14th at 7:00.
Lindsay Gettinger

Report from the New England UMC Annual Conference By Cindy Mauch, Lay Representative
I recently attended the Annual conference in Manchester, New
Hampshire along with Pastor Lynn and district superintendents,
pastors, lay people and guests from all over New England. I
estimate there were about 800 people or more in attendance.
You may wonder…what exactly is the Annual Conference all
about?
The Annual Conference is the place that representatives from
United Methodist Churches gather to do “the work of the church.”
It is led by our New England region Bishop Sudarshana
Devadhar. What is the work of the church? Some of it seems
mundane, but important, such as review and approval of the
annual budget for the Conference. There is an ordination
ceremony and celebration for those becoming pastors and elders (a record number this year—24!)
The Conference also celebrates and thanks retiring pastors (including Pastor Lynn this year.) A
special worship service is held to honor those pastors or their spouses who have passed away, and
to honor those churches across the region that have closed in the past year. We also review
statistics about the state of the church.
It’s also a time of fellowship, of worship and singing, of praising God, and renewing our commitment
to our mission of making disciples of Christ. It is three days away from the hustle and bustle of
everyday life, giving us time for renewal and reflection on our faith.
Each church has two representatives, the pastor and a lay person, who may vote on resolutions
brought before the Conference. As your representative, I cast votes about the budget, helped to
select lay representatives to the General Conference (US and Global church), and voted on many
other motions. There were many resolutions presented at this year’s conference that dealt with the
decision by the General Conference in February to adopt the “Traditional Plan” for the entire church,
a plan which (in my opinion) discriminates against the LGBTQIA community by putting penalties and
restrictions on their participation in in the life of the church. The New England Conference voted
NOT to follow the policies of the Traditional Plan that were adopted at the General Conference. A 25
-member committee was established to look at various strategies and alternative organizational
structures for the New England Conference. The New England Conference will also be withholding
some funding it sends yearly to the General Conference, up to $275,000, to protest the unjust
decisions it has made. I supported all of these motions. If anyone has questions about these
motions, I would be happy to meet and share more details.
I will let everyone know when videos from the Conference are available on the New England
Conference website. There were some wonderful sermons and presentations! The theme of this
year’s Conference was from the Old Testament, Micah 6:8. Many of the speakers used this verse
as a theme for their presentations:
8

He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the L
require of you
but to do justice, and to love mercy,
and to walk humbly with your God?
Let us all prayerfully reflect on these powerful words as we go about our daily lives!

Missions Committee
July-August 2019 Newsletter
Dave’s Marketplace Day Old Bakery Donations
Our volunteers continue to transport Dave’s Marketplace at Chapel Four Corners day old baked goods on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays to
a variety of community organizations. If you are interested in assisting with some of these donations, please contact Chip Thurlow: 401-333-1235;
thurlowcp@aol.com.
Franklin Farm
The Franklin Farm volunteers have begun to harvest vegetables for the 13th season of growing vegetables for needy families!
Corporate, Christian and Cumberland Elementary School volunteer groups have made major contributions to the preparations for this season.
Three Dell Corporation groups preformed volunteer days at the farm planting vegetables, securing the path material and painting the Farm Stand.
Harvest Nights are on Monday and Thursday nights - 5:30 PM to dusk. Come join us for the variety of tasks needed to harvest the vegetables
and maintain the gardens. Tasks range from challenging to comfortable. Any questions, please contact Pam and/or Chip Thurlow.

#1 Dell Volunteers painting the Farm Stand
#2 & #3 Christian Students weeding the strawberry bed and installing path material
#4 Transplanting Asparagus roots

#1 Cumberland Hill 3rd Grade Classes
#2 Cumberland HS Environmental Class installing path material
#3 & #4 Tractor team planting seedlings
Soup Kitchen Meals in Woonsocket
AMUMC provides lunches for needy families and individuals at Bouley Field in Woonsocket. We feed over 100 meals during this lunch and are
now packing a brown bag meals “to go” for evening sustenance. This is a year round program and coordinated by local churches, business and
individuals for the City of Woonsocket. Any questions, please contact Karen Oswain: kkoswain@netscape.net; 401-749-3609
Habitat for Humanity
The Habitat for Humanity next project is to install the foundation at 277 Talcott Street in Woonsocket and then volunteers can begin work on
framing. A variety of jobs are available, even for the inexperienced! Our church has committed to the second Saturday of each month. The
Habitat Board of Directors holds their meetings on the second Monday of alternate months here at AMUMC.
Cintas Clothing Donations
The Cintas clothing donations that continue to the St. James Episcopal Church and occasionally to the Community Care Alliance, both in
Woonsocket. Ron Blais, Rich Bizier and Chip Thurlow provide the twice monthly deliveries.
Clothing and Boxed and Canned Goods Donations
The Food Pantry at the Cumberland Senior Center at the Monastery has closed so many of the ongoing donations of boxed and canned goods
and personal care items are donated to either the Northern RI Food Pantry or the Woonsocket Shelter.
Chip Thurlow, Chairperson - AMUMC Missions and Social Concerns Committee

Church School News
Congratulations to all the 2019 Graduates
Receiving High School Diplomas
Madison Alger, is graduating from Cumberland High School. She
will be attending Community College of Rhode Island in the fall,
studying social work

Receiving College Degrees
Corey Murphy graduated from University of Rhode Island with a
degree in Mechanical engineering. He will be continuing at URI in
the fall to work towards his Master’s degree in Mechanical
engineering

Important Dates
September 8th: Rally Day

***Please consider purchasing
something from the Giving Tree to
support the church school curriculum. It
can be found in Cargill Hall during coffee
hour.
Help Wanted: The church school is in
need of workshop leaders, shepherds,
and a Pre-K teacher. Please consider
becoming a part of a wonderful team of
people who help make our church school
great!!! NO EXPERIENCE
NECESSARY. Please contact Lee Ann
Cotta @ leeann.cotta@gmail.com .

Here's who's having a birthday:

July 19th -- Kaliyah Prochniak
July 27th -- Isabella Saccoccio
August 20th -- Ava Chabot

God Bless you all on your birthday and the coming year!

Worship Committee

Upcoming Events
July 3rd: July 4th Parade Committee Meeting

Summer Worship Schedule
This year the 9:30 AM Summer Worship services will
start on June 30th and end on September 1st.

July 4th: 4th of July Parade & Road Race
July 21st: Meal in the Park - Bouley Field
July 25th: Cemetery Association Meeting
August 8th: July 4th Parade Committee Meeting
August 14th: Board of Trustees Meeting
August 19th: Church Council Meeting

Pam Thurlow, Committee Chairperson

SPRC News
We are very happy to welcome our new
members – Joyce Fox and Brandon Bell!
Our committee includes: LeeAnn Cotta,
Stacey Johnson, Nancy Gillardi, Joyce Fox,
Ann Hetherington, Sandy Angell and
Brandon Bell.
Any comments or concerns feel free to see
any member of the committee or you can
email us at amumcsprc@gmail.com.

4th of July Parade
It’s here! It is the annual Arnold Mills Fourth of July Parade!
The planned schedule is as follows:
9:00AM – 51st Annual AAU 4 Mile Road Race
11:00AM – 93rd Annual Arnold Mills Parade
This year the parade’s theme is “Let Freedom Ring.”
The Arnold Mills Parade committee cordially invites everybody at AMUMC to
participate in the holiday events or to assist in their “Bucket Brigade.” - Joyce A Hindle Koutsogian,
Parade Association President
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Check out our webpage at www.amumc.org
We invite all to our regular Sunday Services:
8:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. -

Quiet, reflective service with communion each week.

Thoughtful service, children's message, special music by

our choir, public celebrations and prayer concerns, and

Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each month.

For July & August Sunday Services are at 9:30 a.m.

