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Rev. Arlene M. Tully 

Good Tidings  
Arnold Mills United Methodist Church 

Dear Church Family, 
 
As we begin the New Year, many of us will spend a bit of time trying 
to imagine what the upcoming year might hold for our own lives, for 
our friends and family, for our nation, for our world. Some of us will 
make resolutions in the hope of shaping the future – things like 
exercising more, eating right, supporting a particular political 
candidate, reducing our use of disposable goods. Some of us are 
looking ahead to 2020 with optimism; some with uncertainty.  
 
With the May 2020 General Conference looming, one thing many of 
us are feeling uncertainty about is the future of our beloved United 
Methodist denomination. As you are probably already aware, the 
UMC is one of the few major mainline Protestant denominations in 
the United States that does not sanction same-sex marriage or 
ordain LGBTQ persons. It is a stance that has deeply divided the 
church. In February 2019, the denomination doubled down on that 
stance. By a vote of 438 to 384, a Special Session of the General Conference chose to adopt the so-called 
“Traditional Plan”, which upholds and strengthens penalties for violating the ban on the ordination and 
marriage of LGBTQ people.  
 
Since that vote, the chasm within the church has widened considerably. Bishops in the Western Jurisdiction 
released a “Safe Harbor Declaration” stating that they will not comply with the Traditional Plan and will set 
aside complaints against clergy accused of being gay or performing LGBTQ weddings. The conservative 
Wesleyan Covenant Association has affirmed the Traditional Plan and is supporting the separation of the 
United Methodist Church. A number of churches and Conferences from both ends of the theological 
spectrum are investigating the possibility of disaffiliation (i.e., leaving the denomination). At least three 
petitions to General Conference have been submitted for determining how the UMC will move forward. (You 
can read about those petitions at https://www.ncronline.org/news/spirituality/united-methodists-float-plans-
split-denomination-after-lgbtq-vote)  In our own Conference, the Open Spirit Task Force is examining 
whether and how New England United Methodists might align with, create, or form a new church body in the 
Methodist tradition (independently or in collaboration with others).  
 
The bottom line is that the 2020 General Conference will almost certainly see a schism in the UMC between 
the congregations that support full inclusion of LGBTQ people and those that do not. How that split will 
happen, what the new denomination/denominations might look like, and what it all will mean for Arnold Mills 
United Methodist Church is unknowable at this point. Rest assured, however, that whatever the future holds, 
we will continue to be the caring community of faith we have always been and we will continue our 
commitment to being the heart and hands of Jesus in the world.  
 
In the year ahead I will keep you updated on any important General Conference and Annual Conference 
news. I invite you to join me in praying for discernment for our denominational leaders as we face this 
challenging time in Methodist history. May the Holy Spirit guide them (and us) as we endeavor to find the 
path God wills for us. 
 
Grace and Peace, 

 
Pastor Arlene 

January 2020 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/spirituality/united-methodists-float-plans-split-denomination-after-lgbtq-vote
https://www.ncronline.org/news/spirituality/united-methodists-float-plans-split-denomination-after-lgbtq-vote


 

January’s "Lunch and Learn" 

Arnold Mills United Methodist Church and Emmanuel Episcopal Church 

have teamed up to offer a monthly “Lunch and Learn” series on second 

Thursdays at noon to explore different topics from a faith perspective. You 

are invited to bring a bag lunch; beverages will be provided. Each month 

one church will host and the other will present. 

Please note that this month’s “Lunch and Learn” will be on the third Thurs-

day, January 16. It will be hosted by Arnold Mills UMC, with Vicar Joan 

presenting.   

I Give Online Cards: For those of you that give electronically we have provided cards you can place 
in the collection plate to indicate as such. They are located on the shelf in the back of the Sanctuary. 

Pledge Card Update 

Thank you to everyone who has submitted a pledge card with your planned 2020 giving.  If you have 
not yet completed your pledge card, there is still time! There are pledge cards in the back of the 
sanctuary, or just call the church office and ask for a card. By making a pledge,  you are helping the 
church better plan to meet its regular operating expenses. 

  Thank you!  Karen Oswain, Financial Secretary 

Meals in the Park News 

Meals In the Park   - will be January 19th, Bouley Field, Social Street, Woonsocket RI.  Noon to 
1PM. Please consider making this a New Years resolution and join this monthly meal site mission to 
provide a meal to our neighbors in need.   

Karen O 333-2166. 

Fundraiser - Spaghetti Supper to benefit New Beginnings Kitchen (the main free meal site in Woon-
socket.) this Spring! Join in the planning, cooking, ticket sale of this future event. Please contact Ka-
ren O 333-2166  if interested.   



 

 

 Finance Committee Report 

Thank you for your generous financial support during 2019! 

The Church Council approved a 2020 Operating Budget at its December 2019 
Budget. For 2020, we will have a net loss due to the fact that our Operating Expenses 
exceed our Income. For several years, our overall Income has stayed about the 
same, while our Operating Expenses have increased. Your continued support through 
your 2020 pledges and other donations is vital to our financial health.  Don’t forget 
that we have a new, easy and convenient way to make your donations online! Just 
visit our website at www.amumc.org and click on the Give page. You can sign up any 
time!  

http://www.amumc.org


 

 

SANTA VISITS OUR GUESTS AT AMUMC  

 
DECEMBER 18, 20019 
Hello Lindsay and all at Arnold Mills, 
 
Thank you once again for welcoming our families. This means so much! 
This year's event was likely the most magical ever!!! What we can offer to these children is a safe place where children 
of all abilities, their friends and families are invited, where they can learn from each other and exchange views. 
We have new families and families who have been coming from the very beginning in 2014! 
 
The most precious moment was when this pre-teen girl with a mental disability set on Santa's lap, pulling her legs up 
and hugging Santa so peacefully and deeply, that the time stopped, it got very silent, tears were running down people's 
cheeks who were moved by the beauty of the moment...and not a single soul was impatient. She got all the time in the 
world, even the little kids in line didn't  fuss. Everyone was waiting patiently. It was just so beautiful. 
THANK YOU for making this possible. We would not be able to do it without your support. 
 
Merry Christmas to you all and a very happy and blessed new year 2020! 
 
Helena 
 
P.S. Your Girl Scouts of Troop 414 also helped decorating.  
It takes a village. 



 

 

 



 

 

Here's who's having a birthday this month: 
   

January 7th: Allison Stewart 

January 25th: Pedro Cardoso 

God Bless you all on your birthday and the 

coming year! 

 

In January the 
children will begin 
their 4th unit titled 
"Burning Bush and 

Other Images of 
God". The children 
will be asked "Who 
is God? and "What 
is God like? They 
will explore some 
of the many 
images of God in 
the Bible and 
discover how 
those images can 
help them know 
God. 

 

 

 

Bible Verse:  God created humankind in his 
image...God saw everything that he had made, and 
indeed, it was very good.  (Genesis 1:27, 31a) 

 

***The Church school will welcome our newest 
workshop leader this month. 

Karen Roeber will be leading the Storytelling 
workshop! 

Church School News  

Important Dates 

January 5th: 

Junior Church children report directly to 
Cargill Hall. 

 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

January 1: New years Day 

January 8: Board of Trustees Meeting 

January 8: Habitat Committee Meeting 

January 11: Pinewood Derby Workshop 

January 20: Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 23: Arnold Mills Cemetery Meeting 

January 25: Pinewood Derby 

Worship Committee 
As we settle back into our Fall 
routine, I want to take this 
opportunity to recognize and thank 
those who serve on the Worship 

Committee so our experience at worship time is as 
meaningful as possible.  Not only does it take a 
village to raise a child but also to assist in our church 
life. When you see these people be sure to say 
“thanks”.  Our church wouldn’t be what it is without 
them. 

Acolytes: Stacy Johnson 
Altar Flowers: Sharon Bizier 
Altar Guild: Rachel Odom and Pam Thurlow 
Altar Steward: Ross Hancock 
Choir Rep: Pam Thurlow 
Greeters: Anne-Marie Rivard 
Liturgist: Rebecca Puleo 
Music Director: Joey Mazzarella 
Ushers: Rich Bizier 
A reminder that we would like to add to our Altar 
Guild team and are looking for Acolytes.  If you are 
interested, please contact me at 
thurlowcp@verizon.net. 

Pam Thurlow, Chair 

Worship Committee 

SPRC News 
 

We are pleased to to welcome Christopher 
Ferretti as our youth representative. 

Our committee also includes Lee Ann Cotta, 
Stacey Johnson, Joyce Fox, Sandy Angell, 
Anne Hetherington, and Brandon Bell. 

 

If you have any questions, comments or 
concerns having to do with the staff of the 
parish feel free to see any member of the 
committee or you can email us at 
amumcsprc@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests 

Prayer requests are sent out each week to every address on our email list. We understand that not 
everyone who asks for prayer in worship during “Sharing Our Joys and Concerns” wishes to have 
that information shared on the email blast. If you would like to have a prayer request included in the 
weekly email, please use the “Prayer Request” form on the table in the back of the sanctuary, call 
the office at 401-333-5203, or email office.amumc@gmail.com.  Prayer requests will remain on the 
prayer list for one month. If you would like a prayer request to remain longer, just let us know. 

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Arnold-Mills-United-Methodist-Church-115722435105941  

Twitter at https://twitter.com/ArnoldMills_UMC 

Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/arnold_mills_umc 

Listen to sermons on our website at http://www.amumc.org  

Subscribe to sermon podcasts at http://www.buzzsprout.com/434047  

An updated, mobile-friendly website is coming soon! 

Arnold Mills UMC’s Social Media 

Find us on social media! We are on Facebook where you 

can read Pastor Arlene’s Daily Reflection and on Instagram. 

mailto:thurlowcp@verizon.net
mailto:amumcsprc@gmail.com
mailto:office.amumc@gmail.com


 

 



 



 

 

Arnold Mills United Methodist Church 
690 Nate Whipple Hwy. 
Cumberland, RI  02864 

Phone:  401-333-5203    
E-mail:  office.amumc@gmail.com 
Rev. Arlene M. Tully 

 

Check out our webpage at www.amumc.org 

 

We invite all to our regular Sunday Services: 

8:30 a.m. - Quiet, reflective service with communion each week. 

10:30 a.m. - Thoughtful service, children's message, special music by 

our choir, public celebrations and prayer concerns, and 

Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each month. 

 

 

 


