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Dear Church Family,
The season of Lent will begin with the observance of Ash Wednesday on February 17. Lent
is a 40-day period of self-examination, reflection, and repentance that brings us closer to God in
preparation for Easter. Lent has its origins in the Early Church as a time of preparation for
catechumens (Christian converts) to be baptized. (Baptisms were done during the Easter Vigil
service.) Catechumens entered a two or three year period of religious instruction as they journeyed
toward baptism. When these candidates, their sponsors, and the community all agreed that they
were ready, their names were enrolled for baptism. This began a 40-day period of intensive spiritual
preparation for the reception of the sacraments at Easter. In time, as the whole community began to
share this time of preparation along with the initiates, it developed into the church season we now
call Lent.
Spiritual practices during Lent traditionally include fasting, prayer, and almsgiving (i.e.,
making charitable donations). For most churches, the emphasis during Lent is almost exclusively
on personal piety. However, if we consider the origin of the season – baptismal preparation – then
perhaps we should consider more carefully our baptismal vows, including our promise to be
seekers of justice.
As part of the United Methodist baptismal covenant we vow to “resist evil, injustice, and
oppression in whatever forms they present themselves”. John Wesley (the founder of Methodism),
insisted that personal holiness can’t be separated from social holiness. We’re called to engage in
both the worship of God and what Wesley called “practical divinity” – living our faith and seeking
justice in the world around us. They’re both inextricably woven into the fabric of the genuine
Christian life.
And so, as part of our Lenten reflections we’re invited to consider our faithfulness not only in
the context of our personal lives, but also of our pursuit of compassion, mercy, and justice for
others. As we prepare for Easter – particularly in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, political
strife, and a damaged economy – may we reclaim the baptismal call to love our neighbor as
ourselves by resisting evil and alleviating suffering.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Arlene

LENTEN WORSHIP SERIES
“A Season of Reflection”
Beginning Sunday, February 21

Lent is intended to be a 40-day period of self-examination and reflection, a time of being honest with
ourselves, of reassessing our relationships with God and neighbor, of reexamining our commitment
to living as disciples of Jesus. The Lenten season is the spiritual equivalent of an annual physical
exam – a time to take stock of our lives, our hearts.
This year the theme of our Lenten worship series is “A Season of Reflection”. Each Sunday we will
examine one of the probing questions posed by Jesus in the Gospel of John and consider our own
answers to those questions. You can join us online at our Facebook page or via the link on the
home page of our website (www.amumc.org). Worship videos will be posted by 10 AM each Sunday.

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP—February 17
We will begin the season of Lent with a service of reflection and repentance
on Ash Wednesday. Because we are unable to meet in person, and because
ashes can cause chemical burns if used improperly, rather than imposing
ashes we will use soil. We invite you to gather some dirt from outdoors prior
to the service to represent the ground out of which we were formed and to
which we will return (Genesis 3:19). The service can be viewed any time after
6 AM on our Facebook page or via the link at www.amumc.org.

LENTEN STUDY — “24 Hours That Changed the World”
Via Zoom Wednesdays 10 AM or 7 PM beginning February 24
Pastor and popular author Adam Hamilton helps us relive
the one day in history that changed everything. Drawing on
insights from history, archaeology, geography, and the Bible,
Hamilton takes us to the Holy Land and provides a deeper
understanding of the most amazing day in history. We will
see the sites where those earth-shaking events took place,
and walk where Jesus walked along the road that led to the
pain and triumph of the cross.
Reading the companion book is recommended, but not
required.
10 AM Session—https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84755871803
7 PM Session—https://us02web.zoom.us/j/839125938

SUNDAY SCHOOLERS’ GAME NIGHT—February 1 at 6:30 PM
Pastor Arlene is hosting a Zoom game night for Sunday Schoolers
on the first Monday of each month at 6:30 PM. Join us for games
like Wheel of Fortune, Pictionary, Family Feud, and more. Contact
Pastor Arlene at pastor.amumc@gmail.com for the Zoom link.

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR
Grab your favorite morning beverage and join us on Zoom to
catch up with old friends and get to know new ones. We
gather online Sunday mornings at 11:30 AM at zoom.us/
j/678414614

WORSHIP VIDEO DVDs
If you can’t join us in person for worship and don’t have access to the internet to watch our online worship service, but you do have a DVD player, we can provide recordings of the Sunday worship services. Just call
the office at 401-333-5203 and we will arrange a no-contact drop off each
week.
Online Giving—News You Can Use!
If you currently give through our Vanco online donation system and have changed your pledge amount for
2021, you will need to go into your online Vanco account to update your donation amount. If you have not
accessed your account in the past three months, you will need to update your password. Just go to the
church website, www.amumc.org, and click on the “Give” tab. Then click on “Here” in the Give Online section. Click on “forgot my password” and you will be sent via email a temporary password which you can
use to access your account. You can update your password on your Profile page.
You can also now give to Special Sunday donation opportunities via your account!
This month:
Human Relations Day. This day is a call to recognize the right of all God’s children in realizing their potential as human beings in relationship with each other. This year’s donations will be directed to the
rehabilitation of youth offenders.
Future giving opportunities:
United Methodist Commission on Relief (UMCOR) –March
Native American Ministries Sunday—April
Peace with Justice Sunday—May
World Communion Sunday—October
United Methodist Student Day—November
If you would like to start giving online and need assistance with the process, please contact Financial Secretary Karen Oswain at finance.amumc@gmail. It’s a safe, secure and convenient way to give!

Church Missions Committee Report
February 2021
Note: The various Mission and Social Concern activities continue to be modified or on-hold due to
the ongoing health crisis. Please follow the various announcements from the church office as decisions are made to reschedule or readjust these services and programs.
Meals in the Park
The most recent Meal in the Park event was held on Sunday, January 17th at Bouley Field on Social Street
in Woonsocket, RI. Thank you for your donations of sandwiches, chips, desserts and homemade masks for
these needy families. We fed around 60 people. The next meal is Sunday February 28th and then April
11th. If anyone would like to make pbj sandwiches or cookies please let Karen know. We will need
volunteers in the park for this meal. Thank you for continuing to support Arnold Mills United Methodist
Church with this mission project. Please call Karen 333-2166 if you have any questions or would like to donate to this wonderful program.
Cintas Clothing Donation
The Cintas clothing and our church donations to the St. James Episcopal Church and occasionally to the
Community Care Alliance, both in Woonsocket have resumed following extensive adjustments to address protections for our drivers and the clients who access the clothing closet program at St.
James Church. Rob Blais, Rich Bizier and Chip Thurlow are the drivers for the twice or thrice monthly deliveries – the first, third and fifth Thursdays of the month.

Dave’s Marketplace Day Old Bakery Donations
The Monday, Wednesday and Friday transporting day old baked goods from Dave’s Marketplace at
Chapel Four Corners to various community organizations has resumed!!! Thanks for those volunteers
who have been patient as we sorted out the reason for the impasse. If you would like to join this rewarding
project please contact Chip Thurlow: thurlowcp@aol.com; 401-333-1235.
The Franklin Farm Community Garden and the Historic Metcalf-Franklin Farm Preservation Association
The volunteers of the Franklin Farm Community Garden are busy planning for the upcoming 2021 season –
the 15th one raising farm fresh vegetables for needy families in Rhode Island and southeastern Massachusetts. In addition, the Association volunteers are working to obtain restoration funding for the historic farmhouse interior and the barn complex. In the meantime, the 65-acre property is available for casual open
space usage – hiking, bird watching and/or kite flying. You can park by the barn complex and enjoy the
beautiful outdoor open space. The well treatment building is on schedule to be completed sometime this
Spring and hopefully the treated ground water will soon be added to Cumberland’s water supply. Any

questions, please contact Pam or Chip Thurlow; 401-333-1235, thurlowcp@gmail.com

Church Missions Committee Report
February 2021
Habitat for Humanity
The next Habitat for Humanity project is under development. We will notify AMUMC members when volunteer
dates are announced. Any questions, contact Chip Thurlow: thurlowcp@aol.com.
Chip Thurlow,
Chairperson, AMUMC Missions and Social Concerns Committee

January 2021 Trustee Notes
The Trustee Committee has continued to meet the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 on
Zoom. January's good news is that the value of Arnold Mills UMC's portfolio ended the year with a
gain of approximately $74,000, primarily on performance. We agreed to set aside $25,000 in cash
for major improvements this year which will include repaving the parsonage driveway and upgrading
the church school bathrooms.
Thankfully, the heating system is now up and running reliably. The stove vents are to be inspected
and cleaned if needed. As noted in last month's report, Stanley tree service has done a thorough
clean up of our trees surrounding the front lawn. All doors and locks are in working condition thanks
to A Abetter Locksmith.
Updates to the parsonage which were approved and will be happening in the next month or so include replacing the kitchen window, installing a new storm door, hanging a closet door, and fixing
the post light.
Lastly, we discussed if memorial gifts should be utilized when they are gifted without stipulations or
just added to the portfolio. . At the present time we are working on a memorial peace garden in honor of Lucille Martin. If we do decide to spend additional contributions, we also thought of enabling
our church bells to ring out again! We would like input from the congregation so if anyone has ideas
please contact any of the trustees:
Lindsay Gettinger, Co-chair: lindsaygfg@gmail.com
Fran Carr, Co-chair: fran.carr7@gmail.com
Scott Murphy, Secretary: smurphy024@gmail.com
Tom Cabana, Treasurer: tcabana1964@gmail.com
Dave Larson, Preventive Maintenance: adl21412@gmail.com
Tom Hetherington, Legal and Parsonage: RI531@aol.com
Matt Cedor, Technology: Matt.Cedor@gmail.com
Respectfully submitted,
Lindsay Gettinger

Finance Committee Update
Fiscal Year 2020
The church’s checking account balance as of year-end 2020 was $33,438.79. Total income for the
year was $211,501. This included a special federal grant of $21,400 that was made available during
the spring pandemic lockdown. Total expenses for the year were $213,496. The New England
Conference generously covered 2 months of the church’s pastor pension and commercial insurance
costs during the lockdown. These reduced expenses were offset by increased Trustee maintenance
costs for the church heating system. The net bottom line loss for 2020 was -$1,995.
Fiscal Year 2021 Budget
The 2021 budget was developed by the Finance Committee and approved by the Church Council at
its January 18th, 2021 meeting. Total income is projected at $189,700 while total expenses are at
$210,908. The budgeted net loss is -$21,208. We assumed that the church will be going back to
inside worship services sometime during the late summer. We also assumed that there will be a
Holiday Fair in November. It is likely that at some point during 2021 we will need to ask for a withdrawal from the church’s portfolio for cash flow purposes.
The detailed financial reports are available for review. If anyone would like a copy or has any questions, please contact Cindy Mauch, Treasurer at camauch@gmail.com.
Finance Committee Members: Keith Johnson, Pastor Arlene Tully, Karen Oswain (Financial Secretary), Laura Thompson (Assistant Treasurer), Elton Odom, Sammy Burgos, Pauline Belisle
(Secretary), Cindy Mauch (Treasurer)

Church School News
The Christian Education
Committee would like to wish
everyone a very Happy
Valentines Day!

During the month of February, the children will be working
with the unit Living God's Word: Making Choices.
Bible Verse: I have chosen the way of faithfulness; I set
your ordinances before me. (Psalm 119:30)

Main Idea: The children will learn that God chooses them to
do God's work. God gives them the freedom to choose their
response to God and others, They will look to God's teachings to help them learn how to make choices that reflect
what God wants them to do and be.

Here's who's having a birthday this month:

February 5th: Jacob Gorman
February 15th: Lana Prochniak, Caiden Gauvin
February 22nd: Cole Parent
God Bless you all on your birthday and the coming
year!

Upcoming Events

Worship Committee
I want to take this opportunity to
recognize and thank those who
serve on the Worship Committee
so our experience at worship time
is as meaningful as possible. Not only does it take a
village to raise a child but also to assist in our church
life. When you see these people be sure to say
“thanks”. Our church wouldn’t be what it is without
them.
Acolytes: Stacy Johnson
Altar Flowers: Sharon Bizier
Altar Guild: Rachel Odom, Pam Thurlow and Ann
Hetherington
Altar Steward: Ross Hancock
Choir Rep: Pam Thurlow
Greeters: Anne-Marie Rivard
Liturgist: Rebecca Puleo
Music Director: Joey Mazzarella
Ushers: Rich Bizier
A reminder that we would like to add to our Altar
Guild team and are looking for Acolytes. If you are
interested, please contact me at
thurlowcp@gmail.com.
Pam Thurlow, Chair

February 10: Board of Trustees Meeting
February 14: Valentines Day
February 15: Presidents Day
February 17: Ash Wednesday

SPRC News
Our committee also includes Lee Ann Cotta,
Stacey Johnson, Joyce Fox, Sandy Angell,
Anne Hetherington, and Brandon Bell.
If you have any questions, comments or
concerns having to do with the staff of the
parish feel free to see any member of the
committee or you can email us at
amumcsprc@gmail.com

Worship Committee

Arnold Mills UMC’s Social Media
Find us on social media! We are on Facebook where you
can read Pastor Arlene’s Daily Reflection and on Instagram.

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Arnold-Mills-United-Methodist-Church-115722435105941
Twitter at https://twitter.com/ArnoldMills_UMC
Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/arnold_mills_umc
Listen to sermons on our website at http://www.amumc.org
Subscribe to sermon podcasts at http://www.buzzsprout.com/434047

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests are sent out each week to every address on our email list. We understand that not
everyone who asks for prayer in worship during “Sharing Our Joys and Concerns” wishes to have
that information shared on the email blast. If you would like to have a prayer request included in the
weekly email, please use the “Prayer Request” form on the table in the back of the sanctuary, call
the office at 401-333-5203, or email office.amumc@gmail.com. Prayer requests will remain on the
prayer list for one month. If you would like a prayer request to remain longer, just let us know.

Arnold Mills United Methodist Church
690 Nate Whipple Hwy.
Cumberland, RI 02864
Phone: 401-333-5203
E-mail: office.amumc@gmail.com
Rev. Arlene M. Tully

Check out our webpage at www.amumc.org
Effective November 8, 2020 we have online worship only.
Worship videos will be posted by 10 AM each Sunday.
We will return to in-person worship as soon as it is safe to
do so.

