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Dear Church Family,
Well-known 19th century Danish theologian Søren Kierkegaard was very outspoken on the subject
of worship. Kierkegaard developed the idea that Christian worship is essentially “theater”. However,
he believed that many churches confused the roles of the participants in that theater.
Kierkegaard explained that there are three types of people at a play: prompters, actors, and
audience. Prompters are the people who whisper lines and directions to the actors. Actors are the
people putting the show on the stage. And the audience consists of spectators who watch and
judge the play.
Kierkegaard was convinced that people misunderstood who was who in the drama of worship. The
way most folks saw it, the worship leaders (preacher, musicians, choir, etc.) were the actors. God
was the prompter (guiding the “actors”). And the congregation was the audience, watching and
assessing the performance. Kierkegaard insisted that, in reality, the opposite is true. In the genuine
worship of God, each worshiper is a performer. The minister, choir, and other worship leaders are
the prompters. And God is the audience. Rather than evaluating how the choir or organist or
preacher did, Kierkegaard believed that each worshiper should leave asking, “How did I do?”
It seems to me that Kierkegaard was right. Many people treat worship services as a performance
that can be assessed. Was it a “good” worship service? Did I enjoy it? What did I get out of it? But
what if we understood God to be the spectator, rather than the congregation? What if we imagined
ourselves on stage for God, rather than the worship leaders on stage for us? How might that
change our role in and attitude toward worship?
I invite you to give Kierkegaard’s “worship as theater” notion some thought. And the next time you
come to worship, think of yourself as a performer for an audience of One. Think of the worship
leaders as your acting coaches and the liturgy and music as your script. Give the act of worship
your very best performance and when you leave, ask yourself, “How did I do?”
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Arlene

Film and Discussion – “The Sultan and the Saint”

Tuesday February 11 at 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary
“The Sultan and the Saint” tells one of the great, lost stories from history. Set
in a past period of East-West conflict, it speaks with urgency to our present.
Two men of faith, one an itinerant Christian preacher, the other the ruler of a
Muslim Empire, bucked a century of war, distrust, and insidious propaganda
in a search for mutual respect and common ground.
This is the story of Francis of Assisi and the Sultan of Egypt, and their
meeting on a bloody battlefield during the period of Christian-Muslim conflict known as the Crusades. Two more unlikely protagonists are hard to imagine. And yet this remarkable encounter, and the commitment to peace of
the two men behind it, changed history at a crossroads moment.
The film is 1 hour long and there will be a time for small group discussion
afterwards.

Looking for the latest General Conference 2020 news? Go to:
www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/general-conference-2020
Book Study and Discussion
Jesus Wasn't Killed by the Jews: Reflections for Christians in Lent
Edited by Jon M. Sweeney
Wednesdays at 2:00 PM at Phantom Farms
Meeting 2/19, 2/26, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25, and 4/1
The Passion narratives contain painful anti-Semitic tropes – particularly the Gospel of John, which is read world-wide every Holy Week. These readings have
been used over the centuries to brand the Jewish people as Christ-killers and to
justify discrimination and violence. In this collection of essays, religious scholars
and writers address the historical, theological, and interpretive considerations
to be addressed by every Christian in order to move beyond this toxic history.
A sign up sheet can be found on Pastor Arlene’s office door. Books are available
in the church office. Please read Chapters 1 and 2 prior to our first meeting.
If you are interested in helping to design visual arts, drama, liturgical
dance, fabric art, etc., for our upcoming Lenten worship series (a
description of the series can be found elsewhere in this newsletter),
Pastor Arlene will be hosting a brainstorming session following the
10:30 worship service on February 9. Grab your coffee and snacks
and join us in the vestry across from the pastor’s office!

Lenten Bible Study
Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week
by Amy-Jill Levine
Companion study to our Lenten worship series
Meets at 6:30 PM on 2/19, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25, and 4/1 in the Vestry
From the publisher:
“Jesus’ final days were full of risk. Every move he made was filled with anticipation, danger, and the potential for great loss or great reward. Jesus risked
his reputation when he entered Jerusalem in a victory parade. He risked his
life when he dared to teach in the Temple. His followers risked everything
when they left behind their homes, or anointed him with costly perfume. We
take risks as we read and re-read these stories, finding new meanings and
new challenges.
“In Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week, author, professor, and biblical scholar
Amy-Jill Levine explores the biblical texts surrounding the Passion story. She shows us how the text raises
ethical and spiritual questions for the reader, and how we all face risk in our Christian experience. “
A sign up sheet can be found on Pastor Arlene’s office door. Books are available in the church office. Please
read Chapter 1 prior to our first meeting.
Visitation Ministry Opportunity

In every church there are once-active church members
who now have limitations (temporary or permanent)
that have reduced their involvement in church. They
miss their friends and the fellowship of other church
members, and can sometimes feel forgotten about.
But when church volunteers or Home Communion
servers visit, old connections are renewed or new
friendships are developed, reassuring homebound
members that they are remembered, valued, and
cared about.
We are looking for people who are interested in being
part of a team that visits homebound members and
those in assisted living and nursing care facilities. Visitation volunteers attend a basic training session, work
in teams of two, and coordinate with Pastor Arlene.
You can visit one or more homebound members at whatever interval is convenient for you. Additionally,
“Extending the Table” through delivery of Home Communion is optional whenever Communion is celebrated at church.
If you have any questions or would like to become a visitation volunteer, please contact Pastor Arlene at the
church office (401-333-5203), the parsonage (401-335-5156), or email her at pastor.amumc@gmail.com

Worship Series for Lent – “Entering the Passion of Jesus: Picturing Ourselves in the Story”
The events of Christ’s Passion, which take place during the last week of Jesus’ life, often don’t receive
enough time in our worship and study. These stories are important to our faith journey and our identity as
followers of Jesus. And yet we often move too quickly from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday with little time to
take in the dramatic story of that last week. Throughout the six weeks of Lent we will “freeze-frame” moments in Holy Week so we might put ourselves in the picture, thereby “Entering the Passion of Jesus.” How
might taking a closer look at the ancient story open us to deeper conviction for our role in its ongoing message? Inspired by various works of religious art and Amy-Jill Levine’s book Entering the Passion of Jesus: A
Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week, with worship design by Marcia McFee.
Ash Wednesday — Preparing the Canvas
February 26 at 7 PM
Our Lenten journey begins with a powerful ritual of letting go in order to prepare the canvas upon
which God will create a new work of art.
Week 1 — The Parade: Risking Reputation
March 1
This first week we focus on Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem, a strategic event that sets the stage for
the passion narrative to unfold.
Week 2 — The Temple: Risking Righteous Anger
March 8
As Jesus angrily overturns tables in the Temple, we are called to examine whether "business as usual" in our own houses of worship is keeping us from deeper ministry.
Week 3 — The Teaching: Risking Challenge
March 15
Jesus’ teachings present a challenge to religious authorities and their interpretations of the law, and
show us new wisdom for our lives today.
Week 4 — The First Dinner: Risking Rejection
March 22
A woman anoints Jesus with nard in an extravagant act of devotion, prompting a heated debate
about expressions of love and community values.
Week 5 — The Last Supper: Risking the Loss of Friends
March 29
Jesus' radical act of washing feet sets a new example of love and leadership through service and sacrifice.
Week 6 — The Garden: Risking Temptation
April 5
At Gethsemane, Jesus' plea sounds like our own at times – "take this from me" – and yet he shows us
the depths that love must go.
Maundy Thursday Service — “The Last Things”
April 9
This “stational” worship experience moves through all the events of Holy Week in which we have lingered and invites us to stay with Jesus through the end...or is it?

"Lunch and Learn"
Arnold Mills United Methodist Church and Emmanuel Episcopal Church have teamed up to offer a monthly “Lunch and
Learn” series on second Thursdays at noon to explore different topics from a faith perspective. You are invited to bring a
bag lunch; beverages will be provided. Each month one
church will host and the other will present.
Please note that this month’s “Lunch and Learn” will be on
the third Thursday, February 20. It will be hosted by Emmanuel Episcopal Church, with Pastor Arlene presenting. The
topic will be the ancient contemplative practice of Lectio
Divina — encountering scripture through prayer.

Seeking a Funeral Reception Organizer
When a family loses a loved one, it is a great relief not to have to worry
about hosting a gathering after the memorial service. It has been Arnold
Mills UMC’s practice to provide grieving families with a reception free of
charge, where they can spend time visiting with those who have come to
honor their love done. There are always many hands to make light work of
these collations, but we are in need of an organizer who can mobilize our
volunteers when the need arises. If you are interesting in this important
ministry, please speak to Pastor Arlene.

2019 Annual Report
Our 2019 Church Conference was held on November 4, with District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Andrew L. Foster III presiding. Copies of Arnold Mills UMC’s annual report (which includes updates
on committee work, the 2020 leadership list, budget reports, etc.)
are available on the table in the coat room.

New Welcoming Committee
It’s hard to believe, but studies have shown that first-time guests make up
their minds about whether or not they’re coming back in the first 10 minutes
of their visit. Before they hear the first note of music, before they hear the first
word of a sermon, before the first conversation at coffee hour, most first-time
guests have already made a decision about whether they will return.
In the interest of developing a more intentional ministry of hospitality, we are
forming a new Welcoming Committee to ensure that our guests’ experience
of Arnold Mills UMC encourages them to return, and to help new worshipers
find their way into the full life of the church. If you would like to be part of this
team, or if you have suggestions or observations about our ministry of hospitality, please contact Pastor Arlene, Holly May, or Joyce Fox.

Trustee Report January 2020

The committee of eight (Lindsay Gettinger, Fran Carr, Tom Cabana, Scott Murphy, Tom Hetherington, Paul Rober, Dave Larson, and new member Matt Cedor) met on January 8, 2020.
The needs of the church which we addressed this month are as follows:
-Heating issues in the sanctuary are due to a faulty part which is on order and should be repaired
shortly.
- Two heat sensors have been installed and are being monitored off-site by Dave Larson.
- Eastland Electric has fixed the parking lot lights and repaired a few things in the parsonage.
- Downstairs toilet repairs have been completed and new plungers added to all four restrooms.
- Two bedrooms in the parsonage have been updated by stripping the wallpaper, priming and painting the ceilings, walls, and woodwork.
- The new office laptops have been updated with needed software.
- The television used at times in services has risen to a higher level and with the shutter near it
closed has become visible to most of the congregation.
- Our snow removal companies have been doing an excellent job this winter.
- Approval was unanimously given for a fund raising spaghetti supper to be held on March 28 with
set up and preparation to be done on the 27th. This will benefit the New Beginnings ministry so
there will be no charge from AMUMC.
- Approval was also given for a homeschooling group to use our stage and one classroom for a theater production on May 2nd. Normal rates apply.
- Requests have been made for an electrical outlet to be added to the center of the Cargill Hall
stage as well as having a camera mounted in the ceiling of the sanctuary.
- Matt Cedor accepted the position of liaison to the Religious Education Committee.
- Activating the steeple bell may happen this spring.
- Christmas decorations were taken down and packed away with the help of Karen Rober, Ann
Hetherington, Fran Carr, Lindsay Gettinger, Ron Blaise and Rich Bizier.
- Tom Hetherington will be handling an issue of encroachment on our property near the pond
across the street.

- Eventually the Trustee Committee hopes to present headshots and job descriptions of each member so that people of AMUMC will know who to turn to with comments or questions about our beautiful buildings and property.
Respectfully submitted,
Lindsay Gettinger, Co-Chair

Meals in the Park

Missions Committee
February 2020 Newsletter

Thanks to so many AMUMC and other volunteers the Meals in the Park on Sunday, January 19 th was a wonderful event
of support for needy families. Over 100 meals were distributed! The next date will be on Sunday February 16th at
Bouley Field, Social Street, Woonsocket RI - Noon to 1PM. Please consider making this a New Year’s resolution
and join this monthly meal site mission to provide a meal to our neighbors in need. In addition, A Spaghetti Supper to
benefit New Beginnings Kitchen (the main free meal site in Woonsocket.) will be held Saturday March 28th! Join in
the planning, cooking, ticket sale of this future event. Please contact Karen Oswain: kkoswain@netscape.net; 3332166 if interested.
Dave’s Marketplace Day Old Bakery Donations
Our volunteers continue to transport day old baked goods from Dave’s Marketplace at Chapel Four Corners on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays to a variety of community organizations such as the Cumberland Senior Center at the
Monastery, the Northern RI Food Pantry, the Woonsocket Shelter (Community Care Alliance), Progreso Latino in Central Falls and the Pawtucket Soup Kitchen. If you are interested in assisting with some of these donations, please contact Chip Thurlow: 401-333-1235; thurlowcp@aol.com.

Habitat for Humanity
The Habitat for Humanity current project is at 277 Talcott Street in Woonsocket. The drywall was scheduled to be installed in January by professional installers so the AMUMC volunteer day was cancelled. Subsequently flooring and
cabinet fixtures will be installed followed by painting. A variety of jobs are available, even for the inexperienced! Our
church has committed to the second Saturday of each month. The Habitat Board of Directors holds their meetings on
the second Monday of alternate months here at AMUMC.

Cintas Clothing Donation
The Cintas clothing and our church donations continue to the St. James Episcopal Church and occasionally to the Community Care Alliance, both in Woonsocket. Ron Blais, Rich Bizier and Chip Thurlow provide the twice monthly deliveries. The women’s and children’s clothing is especially appreciated as Cintas does not provide that type of clothing.

Cintas Bin of Clothes

St. James Church Clothing Closet

Clothing and Boxed and Canned Goods Donations
The Food Pantry at the Cumberland Senior Center at the Monastery has closed so many of the ongoing donations of
boxed and canned goods and personal care items are donated to either the Northern RI Food Pantry or the Woonsocket Shelter.
Chip Thurlow, Chairperson
AMUMC Missions and Social Concerns Committee

Church School News
Throughout the
month of February
the children will
continue with the
unit: The Burning
Bush and Other
Images of God.
Main Idea; The
children will explore
some of the many
images of God in
the Bible and
discover how those
images can help
them know God.
Bible Verse: God
created humankind in his image...God saw everything
that he had made, and indeed, it was very
good. (Genesis 1:27, 31a)
***The Church school will welcome our newest
workshop leader this month.
Karen Roeber will be leading the Storytelling workshop!

Here's who's having a birthday this month:

February 5th: Jacob Gormon
February 15th: Lana Prochniak, Caiden Gauvin
February 22nd: Cole Parent
God Bless you all on your birthday and the coming year!

Important Dates
February 2nd:
Junior Church children report directly to
Cargill Hall.

Upcoming Events

Worship Committee
As we settle back into our Fall
routine, I want to take this
opportunity to recognize and thank
those who serve on the Worship
Committee so our experience at worship time is as
meaningful as possible. Not only does it take a
village to raise a child but also to assist in our church
life. When you see these people be sure to say
“thanks”. Our church wouldn’t be what it is without
them.
Acolytes: Stacy Johnson
Altar Flowers: Sharon Bizier
Altar Guild: Rachel Odom and Pam Thurlow
Altar Steward: Ross Hancock
Choir Rep: Pam Thurlow
Greeters: Anne-Marie Rivard
Liturgist: Rebecca Puleo
Music Director: Joey Mazzarella
Ushers: Rich Bizier
A reminder that we would like to add to our Altar
Guild team and are looking for Acolytes. If you are
interested, please contact me at
thurlowcp@verizon.net.
Pam Thurlow, Chair
Worship Committee

February 11: The Sultan & Saint Movie Night
February 12: Board of Trustees Meeting
February 14: Valentines Day
February 15: Pinewood Derby
February 17: Presidents Day
February 17: Church Council Meeting
February 18: Diabetes Education -1st Session
February 19: Book Study -1st Session
February 19: Lenten Bible Study -1st Session
February 20: February Lunch & Learn
February 20: 4th of July Parade Committee Meeting
February 26: Ash Wednesday Service

SPRC News
We are pleased to to welcome Christopher
Ferretti as our youth representative.
Our committee also includes Lee Ann Cotta,
Stacey Johnson, Joyce Fox, Sandy Angell,
Anne Hetherington, and Brandon Bell.
If you have any questions, comments or
concerns having to do with the staff of the
parish feel free to see any member of the
committee or you can email us at
amumcsprc@gmail.com

Arnold Mills UMC’s Social Media
Find us on social media! We are on Facebook where you
can read Pastor Arlene’s Daily Reflection and on Instagram.

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Arnold-Mills-United-Methodist-Church-115722435105941
Twitter at https://twitter.com/ArnoldMills_UMC
Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/arnold_mills_umc
Listen to sermons on our website at http://www.amumc.org
Subscribe to sermon podcasts at http://www.buzzsprout.com/434047
An updated, mobile-friendly website is coming soon!

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests are sent out each week to every address on our email list. We understand that not
everyone who asks for prayer in worship during “Sharing Our Joys and Concerns” wishes to have
that information shared on the email blast. If you would like to have a prayer request included in the
weekly email, please use the “Prayer Request” form on the table in the back of the sanctuary, call
the office at 401-333-5203, or email office.amumc@gmail.com. Prayer requests will remain on the
prayer list for one month. If you would like a prayer request to remain longer, just let us know.

Arnold Mills United Methodist Church
690 Nate Whipple Hwy.
Cumberland, RI 02864
Phone: 401-333-5203
E-mail: office.amumc@gmail.com
Rev. Arlene M. Tully

Check out our webpage at www.amumc.org
We invite all to our regular Sunday Services:
8:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. -

Quiet, reflective service with communion each week.

Thoughtful service, children's message, special music by

our choir, public celebrations and prayer concerns, and
Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each month.

