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Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. (Luke 3:4-6)

Dear Church Family,
I recently read about a meeting of software designers. They were
using typical technical jargon to discuss a data exchange interface
with a vendor. One engineer said the programming that had been
ordered was delayed because the vendor was suffering from a
“severe nonlinear waterfowl issue.” Curious, the team leader raised
his eyebrows and asked, “What exactly is a severe nonlinear
waterfowl issue?” The engineer replied, “They don’t have all their
ducks in a row.”
How about you? Christmas is just around the corner. Do you “have all your ducks in a row”? Maybe you
decorated the tree over Thanksgiving weekend…braved the mall on Black Friday…swapped out the
Pumpkin Spice candles for the Holly Berry ones…unpacked the Christmas CDs and your copy of “It’s a
Wonderful Life”…sent holiday cards to everyone on your list…planned the menu and mailed the invitations
for Christmas dinner. But are your Christmas ducks really in a row? Is your heart as prepared for the arrival
of the Christ child as your home is?
Perhaps you’ve noticed that every one of the gospels includes John the Baptist as the harbinger of Jesus’
appearance, and John’s exhortation to “Prepare the way of the Lord...” Each Advent John goes out ahead
of Jesus to call us to line up our ducks – to clear out whatever gets in the way of our spiritual preparations
for Christmas – to fill up with the things that strengthen our relationship with God and neighbor – to make the
way smooth and straight for Christ to come again into our hearts and minds and lives.
It’s a good thing that we hear from John every Advent because frankly, we need the reminder. Our cultural
preparations for Christmas have a tendency to crowd out our spiritual preparations. There’s nothing
inherently wrong with the secular aspect of Christmas. But we can easily get so caught up in the commercial
frenzy, or spend so much time and energy shopping, decorating, baking, etc., that we don’t leave adequate
time or attention for prayer, reflection, and other spiritual preparations.
As we move through the season of Advent, and closer to the celebration of Jesus’ birth, I pray that we’ll all
take the time to search ourselves, our plans, our priorities, and our activities, and look for ways that we
might “prepare the way of the Lord and make his paths straight”, so we can be sure that our spiritual
preparations for Christmas don’t suffer from a “severe nonlinear waterfowl issue”.
Advent Blessings,

Pastor Arlene

TRUSTEE REPORT
November Trustee Report
Due to the many activities going on at the church which required time and energy
from many of the trustees, the November meeting was cancelled.
On-going projects include getting estimates for both the power washing and painting
of the church and parsonage (exterior and interior) and the repaving of the parking
lots and driveways, repairing the heating system and various electrical units,
scheduling snow removal companies, controlling pests in the parsonage, cleaning out
of the gutters, and buying new computers and a portable speaker system.
The December Trustee Meeting will be held on Wednesday, the 11th, at 7:00 in the
library. At that time we will welcome our new member, Matt Cedor!
Sincerely,
Lindsay Gettinger

Pledge Card Update
Thank you to everyone who has submitted a pledge card with your planned 2020 giving. If you have not yet completed your pledge card, there is still time! There are
pledge cards in the back of the sanctuary, or just call the church office and ask for a
card. By making a pledge, you are helping the church better plan to meet its regular
operating expenses.
Thank you! Karen Oswain, Financial Secretary

Meals in the Park News
Meals in the Park: Upcoming dates for serving lunch to the homeless at Bouley Field ,
Social Street, Woonsocket RI (Noon to 1PM) December 1st, December 29th, January
19th. We serve up to 120 people, providing a hot lunch and sandwich bag for dinner,
we also provide conversation and a connection for so many folks who have so little.
KKoswain@netscape.net to join this mission.

Church School News
The children will begin
their third unit of the
school year called
"Follow the Star".

Important Dates
December 1st:

Junior Church, children grades 6 and
The Main Idea of the
under report directly to Cargill Hall
unit is that wise men
from the East followed a
star that led them to the
Promised king, Jesus,
so that they could
worship him. We can
follow signs that lead us
to Jesus and worship
him still today.
Bible verses:
Wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem
and said,"Where is the child born to be the king of the
Jews? We saw his star in the East and have come to
worship him." (Matthew 2:1-2, CEV)
When the men went into the house and saw the child
with Mary, his mother, they knelt down and worshiped
him. (Matthew 2:11, CEV)
***Bible Sunday was on November 17th and bibles
were given to
3rd Grade: Pedro Cardoso and Allison Stewart
5th grade: Shane Carney
8th grade: Olivia Carney

Here's who's having a
birthday this month:

December 12th: Jessica Cunningham
December 20th: Olivia Carney
God Bless you all on your birthday and the coming year!

Upcoming Events

Worship Committee
As we settle back into our Fall
routine, I want to take this
opportunity to recognize and thank
those who serve on the Worship
Committee so our experience at worship time is as
meaningful as possible. Not only does it take a
village to raise a child but also to assist in our church
life. When you see these people be sure to say
“thanks”. Our church wouldn’t be what it is without
them.
Acolytes: Stacy Johnson
Altar Flowers: Sharon Bizier
Altar Guild: Rachel Odom and Pam Thurlow
Altar Steward: Ross Hancock
Choir Rep: Pam Thurlow
Greeters: Anne-Marie Rivard
Liturgist: Rebecca Puleo
Music Director: Joey Mazzarella
Ushers: Rich Bizier
A reminder that we would like to add to our Altar
Guild team and are looking for Acolytes. If you are
interested, please contact me at
thurlowcp@verizon.net.
Pam Thurlow, Chair
Worship Committee

December 7: Whee Dance Christmas party
December 11: Board of Trustees Meeting
December 16: Church Council meeting
December 24: Christmas Eve Services
December 25: Christmas Day
December 31: New Years Eve

SPRC News

We are very happy to welcome our new
members – Joyce Fox and Brandon Bell!
Our committee includes: LeeAnn Cotta, Stacey
Johnson, Nancy Gillardi, Joyce Fox, Ann
Hetherington, Sandy Angell and Brandon Bell.
If you have any questions, comments or
concerns having to do with the staff or parish
feel free to see any member of the committee or
you can email us at amumcsprc@gmail.com.

Arnold Mills UMC’s Social Media
Find us on social media! We are on Facebook where you
can read Pastor Arlene’s Daily Reflection and on Instagram.

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Arnold-Mills-United-Methodist-Church-115722435105941
Twitter at https://twitter.com/ArnoldMills_UMC
Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/arnold_mills_umc
Listen to sermons on our website at http://www.amumc.org
Subscribe to sermon podcasts at http://www.buzzsprout.com/434047
An updated, mobile-friendly website is coming soon!

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests are sent out each week to every address on our email list. We understand that not
everyone who asks for prayer in worship during “Sharing Our Joys and Concerns” wishes to have
that information shared on the email blast. If you would like to have a prayer request included in the
weekly email, please use the “Prayer Request” form on the table in the back of the sanctuary, call
the office at 401-333-5203, or email office.amumc@gmail.com. Prayer requests will remain on the
prayer list for one month. If you would like a prayer request to remain longer, just let us know.
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Check out our webpage at www.amumc.org
We invite all to our regular Sunday Services:
8:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. -

Quiet, reflective service with communion each week.

Thoughtful service, children's message, special music by

our choir, public celebrations and prayer concerns, and
Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each month.

