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Summer Greetings,
One month in, and what a joy it has been to be in ministry with you! Weekly worship, the 4 th
of July parade, team and committee meetings...it’s been great meeting and getting to know our
church.
Right now, it feels like everything is new. I'm learning my way around town, around the
church, and around the parsonage, which is truly lovely. I'll be asking a lot of questions, perhaps
more than once. Bear with me as I learn new traditions, and a new way of doing mission and ministry.
I’d love to learn more about the church and community from you. If there's someone you feel
I should meet or visit, let's set up a time. This is the perfect opportunity to teach me about our community, the blessings and the needs. I look forward to learning from you and sharing my own gifts
and graces with you.
Friends, I'm excited about the journey that lies ahead. I look forward to more worship, much
laughter, and growth inside and out. I look forward to discovering together what God has in store
for our church and community. Who knows what that might be? God can do anything, you know—
far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams! He does it not by
pushing us around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us. Ephesians 3: 2021 (The Message)
Hold on tight! Here we go!
Pastor Heather

News from the New England Conference
The 2022 Annual Conference approved the creation of a Sex/Gender-Based Crisis Response Team
to respond to instances of sexism and discrimination based on gender as well as to provide training
to prevent this type of harm in the New England Conference. (Read RS-22-231).
This Anti-Sexism Team will be a first point of contact for clergy or laity who experience sexism/
discrimination. Individuals seeking support or resources can contact the team via phone call at (617)
297-7545 or email them at antisexismteam@gmail.com. Calls/emails to the Anti-Sexism Team are
confidential.
When someone contacts the Anti-Sexism Team, they will be connected with a "shepherd," who will
guide them through possible options including counseling, education/training or legal action.
If the situation includes possible sexual misconduct, the person will be referred to the Conference
Sexual Misconduct Response and Intervention Team. Rev. Heather Bailes Baker serves as the coordination for the Response and intervention team.
Learn more about both teams: www.neumc.org/sexual-ethics

Bishop's Day on Seacoast District
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 at 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM
John Wesley UMC
270 Gifford St,
Falmouth, MA 02540
All clergy and laity are invited and encouraged to attend this in-person event. This is an opportunity
to get to know our Bishop better and to ask questions related to what is going on in the denomination and the Annual Conference. Light refreshments will be served. Click here for more details and
to register in advance or got to: https://www.neumc.org/eventdetail/bishops-day-on-seacoastdistrict-16573611.

2022 Holiday Fair
Save the Date! We’re having a Holiday Fair!
It’s back! We will be having a Holiday Fair on Saturday, November 12th. If you are a crafter or sewer, now is the time to start making items to sell. Stay tuned for more details and how you can be involved in this fun event and fundraiser for our church!

Thank You Note from Johnna Kosnoff
Dear Beloveds,
Thank you, Pastor Heather, for the lovely blessing over my family, to Joe and the choir for the surprise farewell song (In My Heart There Rings A Melody) and to all of you who took time to share
your special stories and blessings with me on Sunday. I was very touched by your kindness and
love. We are in the process of buying a new home and, if all goes as planned, my address will be
307 NW 5th Street, Bentonville, AR 72712, effective August 15, 2022. My phone number and email
will remain the same. Please keep in touch.
With gratitude for our time together and love for you in my heart,
Johnna

Report from the New England UMC Annual Conference
Theme: “Envisioning the Beloved Community”
By Cindy Mauch, Lay Representative
I recently attended the Annual conference in Manchester, New Hampshire along with Pastor Arlene
and bishops, district superintendents, pastors, lay people and guests.
You may wonder…what exactly is the Annual Conference all about?
The Annual Conference is the place that representatives from United Methodist Churches across
New England gather to do “the work of the church.” It is led by Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar. What
is the work of the church? Some of it seems mundane, but important, such as review and approval
of the annual budget for the Conference. There is an ordination ceremony and celebration for those
becoming pastors and elders. The Conference also celebrates and thanks retiring pastors. A special
worship service is held to honor those pastors or their spouses who have passed away. We review
statistics about the state of the church. It’s also a time of fellowship, worship and singing, praising
God, and renewing our commitment to our mission of making disciples of Christ.
Each church has two representatives, the pastor and a lay person, who vote on resolutions brought
before the Conference. As your representative, I cast votes about the budge and many other motions. There were two motions I am highlighting here. I voted in favor of both of these new and exciting motions. I would encourage everyone to read the full motions, which were passed by large majorities, on the NE UMC conference website, at neumc-email.brtapp.com. The motions are contained
in the pre-conference materials on pages 31 and 50.

Open Spirit Task Force Report Recommendation—This task force was created three years ago
to develop a New England specific response and recommendations regarding the Book of
Discipline position which negatively impacts the LGBTQIA+ community. “We believe that the
time is now to act, to move forward and to claim our identity as a non-conforming Annual Conference through which we have affirmed that we will not conform or comply with provisions of
the Discipline which discriminate against LGBTQIA+ persons.”
Report submitted by the Delegation to the 2020 General/Jurisdictional Conference, Open Spirit
task force, and Vision Forward Team—Deepening Our Commitment To Love, Liberation,
Freedom, and Full Inclusion. This report was prompted by the postponement of the 2020
General Conference along with delays in elections, Judicial Council rulings, disaffiliation of
local churches, and the launch of the conservative Global Methodist Church. The report emphasizes the need for our conference to move forward courageously, faithfully and boldly, and
to choose to pursue justice and equity modeled by Christ Jesus. “We are not only to be those
who stand against oppression, but those who actively dismantle racism, sexism, ageism,
homophobia, and all forms of oppression. We are to be a beloved community that not only
welcomes and includes all people, but strives for the freedom and flourishing of each person
as the full expression of God’s liberating love.”
I would be happy to discuss these and other conference topics with anyone who may have questions or an interest. You can contact me at camauch@gmail.com.

Missions Committee Newsletter Report
August 2022
Meals in the Park
The Arnold Mills United Methodist Church continues to co-host the community meals at Bouley
Field in Woonsocket. On July 10th we handed out 120 meals. Thank you to those who served,
baked, made pasta salad and rolled cutlery. Our guests enjoyed having the hotdogs made to order. We also served some great desserts! The next scheduled date is Sunday, August 7th from
12 noon to 1 PM. Thanks again for your continued support. Please contact Karen Oswain at 401333-2166 or kkoswain@netscape.net for more information.
Habitat for Humanity
Habitat for Humanity Northern RI and West Bay Affiliate is celebrating their 30-year anniversary
this year! The current project is 83 & 85 Oakland School Street in Burrillville, RI, which will be a
duplex - two housing units connected by one central wall. On Saturday, July 16th, five members
and friends from AMUMC volunteered at the work site and installed exterior siding on the front of
the duplex. The volunteers were Marianne and David Alger, Bob and Linda Dagesse and Chip
Thurlow. The next volunteer day for AMUMC members and friends is Saturday, August 20th. If
you have any questions, please contact Chip Thurlow: thurlowcp@aol.com, 401-333-1235

#1 Start of Work
#2 Marianne Alger and Linda Dagesse
#3 Dave Alger
#4 Chip Thurlow
#5 The AMUMC Work Crew: Chip Thurlow, Marianne and Dave Alger, Linda and Bob Dagesse
The Franklin Farm Community Garden and the Historic Metcalf-Franklin Farm Preservation
Association
The Franklin Farm volunteers are actively harvesting a variety of vegetables for this season. So
far, the Summer Squash, Zucchini and Cucumbers are being donated to the RICFB in Cranston
and local soup kitchens and food pantries. Tending nights are on Mondays and Thursdays
from 5:30 PM to dusk. There are coordinators available to provide instruction and appropriate
tools to preform the various tasks as the volunteers prepare for the 16th season of raising farm
fresh vegetables for needy families in Rhode Island. You can park by the barn complex and enjoy
the beautiful outdoor open space. Any questions, please contact Pam or Chip Thurlow; 401-3331235, thurlowcp@gmail.com

RI Community Food Bank Deliveries

Missions Committee Newsletter Report
August 2022
Dave’s Marketplace Day Old Bakery Donations
The Monday, Wednesday and Friday transporting of day-old baked goods from Dave’s Marketplace at Chapel Four Corners continues to various community organizations! Thanks to
Rachel and Elton Odom, Lynne Janke, Lu Mitchell, Rich Bizier, Chip Thurlow and Joni Robert for
making the deliveries usually to the Cumberland Senior Center at the Monastery. Please contact
Chip Thurlow if you have any questions: thurlowcp@aol.com; 401-333-1235.

.

Dave’s Marketplace Donations
Cintas Clothing Donation
The Cintas clothing and our church donations to the St. James Episcopal Church Clothing Closet
will continue as the scheduling permits. Any clothes placed in the bins at church will be added to the
donations. If you have any questions, please contact Chip Thurlow: thurlowcp@aol.com; 401-3331235.
Chip Thurlow, Chairperson, AMUMC Missions and Social Concerns Committee

Finance Committee Update through June 30, 2022
As of June 30, 2022, the church checking account balance was $22,265.00. This includes $10,000
that was withdrawn from the church investment portfolio to be used for moving expenses for the
new pastor and her family, minor updates at the parsonage, and restoration of the antique lanterns
outside at the front of the church. We also withdrew $1,500 from the portfolio for the Margaret
Stearns service awardee.
Through June, Operating Income totaled $92,610 while expenses totaled $109,324, for a net loss of
$16,713. Income is on budget, while expenses are above budget. Utility expenses for oil and gas
were higher than expected, and snow removal expenses were above budget due to the number of
winter storms. We also had major repair expenses for the office printer.
As a church, we donated $1,000 to the special UMCOR Ukraine fund, $1,372 for UMCOR Sunday,
and $1,282 to other special Sunday Conference funds. Thank you for your generosity!
An internal audit is planned for August to meet NE conference requirements. We will also begin
planning our fall Stewardship campaign this month.
If you have any questions or would like to receive financial reports, please contact Cindy Mauch
Treasurer at camauch@gmail.com. Thank you to all of the Finance Committee members including
Keith Johnson, Laura Thompson, Karen Oswain, Pauline Belisle, Elton Odom, Sammy Burgos,
Lindsay Gettinger and Pastor Heather.

Church School News
HELP
WANTED
The church
school is looking
for a few good
people!
We currently are looking for workshop
leaders, a middle school/high school
teacher, and possibly pre-school teachers.

To find out more about this wonderful
opportunity to serve the youth of our
church you can reach out to Lee Ann
Cotta at leeann.cotta@gmail.com.

Here's who's having a birthday this month:

August 6th: Sophia Ogni
God Bless you all on your birthday and the coming year!

Important Dates
September 11: Rally Day

Sunday School Registration
This year we are adding an electronic
form for anyone who prefers registering online. Just go to the Children &
Youth page under Education on the
church website and look for the
online form.

Upcoming Events
August 11: Board of Trustees Meeting
August 11: July 4th Parade Committee
Meeting
September 11: Rally Day

What if you could stay engaged and encouraged
anywhere and anytime with a library of the best
media for study and reflection? Through any device you now have 24/7 access to motivating stories, insightful teaching, and powerful resources.
To see everything we can do with Amplify, just
visit the site below
Our Amplify Website:
https://my.amplifymedia.com/
arnoldmillsumccumberlandri
Access Code: DTLSGY

SPRC News
Our committee also includes Lee Ann Cotta,
Stacey Johnson, Joyce Fox, Sandy Angell and
Anne Hetherington.
If you have any questions, comments or
concerns having to do with the staff of the parish
feel free to see any member of the committee or
you can email us at amumcsprc@gmail.com

Arnold Mills UMC’s Social Media
Find us on social media! We are on Facebook where you
can read Pastor Arlene’s Daily Reflection and on Instagram.

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Arnold-Mills-United-Methodist-Church-115722435105941
Twitter at https://twitter.com/ArnoldMills_UMC
Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/arnold_mills_umc
Listen to sermons on our website at http://www.amumc.org
Subscribe to sermon podcasts at http://www.buzzsprout.com/434047

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests are sent out each week to every address on our email list. We understand that not
everyone who asks for prayer in worship during “Sharing Our Joys and Concerns” wishes to have
that information shared on the email blast. If you would like to have a prayer request included in the
weekly email, please use the “Prayer Request” form on the table in the back of the sanctuary, call
the office at 401-333-5203, or email office.amumc@gmail.com. Prayer requests will remain on the
prayer list for one month. If you would like a prayer request to remain longer, just let us know.

Arnold Mills United Methodist Church
690 Nate Whipple Hwy.
Cumberland, RI 02864
Phone: 401-333-5203
E-mail: office.amumc@gmail.com
Rev. Heather R. Bailes Baker

Check out our webpage at www.amumc.org
We invite all to our regular Sunday Services:
Starting June 19 Sunday Services are at 9:30 a.m. only.
Outdoor Worship will begin on July 3.
Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each month.

Livestreaming of the 9:30 worship service will be available during the
service for those who do not attend the service in person.
After each service the video will be archived for viewing anytime.

