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Dear Church Family,
One of my favorite things about living in New England is the changing seasons. After a long, cold
winter, spring is especially welcome. A couple of weeks ago I heard a chorus of peepers announcing that spring has arrived. Within days that serenade was followed by the green shoots of daffodils pushing up through the layer of last fall’s leaves, and noticeably longer days, and daily temperatures warm enough to prompt me to put away the snow shovel. (I’m not superstitious, but that
always feels a bit like I’m tempting fate.)
The thing about the changing seasons – and change in general – is that it upsets the comfort of the
status quo. It requires some effort to adapt. Even change we want demands something of us.
Spring’s arrival may come as a welcome relief from winter, but it also brings with it chores and todo lists: yard cleanup and window washing, planting gardens and swapping out the winter wardrobe for our summer clothes.
Life, like the New England climate, is always changing. As you can probably imagine, the change
that has been on my mind lately is my upcoming reappointment. As I begin to prepare for my
move to Maine, there are moving estimates to get, rooms to pack, belongings to sort through, logistics to plan. But more importantly, there is the work of preparing to say goodbye to a church I have
loved and served for too short a time. Over the next several weeks I’ll be focused on doing everything possible to provide for good closure when I leave. I’ll be making final visits to shut-ins, having important conversations with individuals, groups, and committees, offering sermons that address transition and letting go, and compiling information that will help Rev. Heather when she arrives.
This particular change requires something of the congregation as well. While the Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) will be coordinating most of the efforts to welcome Rev. Heather and her
family, and to help them settle in, a good transition is dependent upon everyone. I hope you will
do your part by participating in the events and the gestures of hospitality planned by the SPRC. I
also encourage you to think of ways you might individually be helpful to Rev. Heather as she adjusts to a new congregation and her family becomes accustomed to a new town in a new state.
As the ancient Greek philosopher Heraclitus said, the only constant in life is change. As we navigate the upcoming change in our collective life, may God’s grace be with us and work through us.
Please keep me, Rev. Heather and her family, and the Arnold Mills and Osterville churches and
their SPRCs in your prayers.
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Arlene

MAUNDY THURSDAY PRAYER STATIONS
Cargill Hall 6:00 to 8:00 PM
On Maundy Thursday you are invited to participate in a series of self-guided
prayer stations to contemplate the events that took place on the night of Jesus’ arrest. Drop in to Cargill Hall anytime between 6 and 8 PM to spend
time walking the labyrinth, meditating on artwork, reflecting on the
washing of the disciples’ feet, Judas’ 30 pieces of silver, and more.

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP—APRIL 15 AT 7:00 PM
A Service of Tenebrae
A Service of Tenebrae (Latin for “darkness”) is based on a twelfthcentury late night service and is an extended meditation on the passion of Christ. During this powerful service of readings and hymns, a
candle is extinguished after each Scripture lesson recounting the arrest, trial, and crucifixion of Jesus. At the conclusion of the service we
will leave the sanctuary in near-darkness and silence as we await
Easter.

Come Meet Your New (Interim) Lay Leader!
I began attending Arnold Mills just before covid-19 closed our building so we haven't had many chances to
spend time together. I'm serving as your Lay Leader through December 2022 and I'd like to get to know you
better. So, for the month of April, I'll be at the church on Wednesdays from 10-1. Please stop in so we can say
hello and talk in person. We may schedule a time to meet or you may just stop in at your convenience. If you
prefer to meet and talk over Zoom, please let me know and we can schedule a time. I'm looking forward to
seeing you. Johnna Kosnoff jskosnoff@yahoo.com

AMUMC Social Justice Team
Members of AMUMC are in the process of forming a Social Justice Team and coordinating activities with other United Methodist Churches in Rhode Island. We have had, for several decades, a very active Missions
Committee that has provided support for a variety of social issue needs. Social Justice focuses on efforts to
revise or eliminate conditions that can cause or exacerbate inequities in our society. The United Methodist
Church has a long history of concern for social justice, and members have often taken forthright positions on
controversial issues involving Christian principles. Early Methodists expressed their opposition to the slave
trade, to smuggling, and to the cruel treatment of prisoners. Please join us and/or communicate your passions for social justice at our listening sessions during coffee hour. Our first session on April 10th will discuss
“The Nurturing Community”. You can email the team at justice.amumc@gmail.com or reach out directly to
current team members including Pastor Arlene, Mark Farnell, Johnna Kosnoff, David Larson, Cindy Mauch
and Chip Thurlow. We hope to hear from you! Note: You can access the UMC Social Principles at https://
www.umc.org/en/what-we-believe/basics-of-our-faith/our-social-positions

Missions Committee Newsletter Report
April 2022
Meals in the Park
Arnold Mills United Methodist Church is hosting the community meal at Bouley Field Woonsocket
April 10th (Palm Sunday) from 12PM to 1PM. We are anticipating 120 meals to be served. Please
call or email if you can make some cookies or brownies for this event. Thank you again for your service to our neighbors in need. Karen Oswain 401-333-2166 or kkoswain@netscape.net..
Cintas Clothing Donation
The Cintas clothing and our church donations to the St. James Episcopal Church Clothing Closet will
continue as Community Care Alliance of Woonsocket is no longer taking over management of the
program. So, we will continue the deliveries as we have been doing in the past. Any clothes placed
in the bins at church will be added to the donations.

The Franklin Farm Community Garden and the Historic Metcalf-Franklin Farm Preservation
Association
The Franklin Farm volunteers are actively planning for the 2022 growing season! A clean-up day is
scheduled for Saturday, April 23rd beginning at 9 AM. If you would like to volunteer on that day or
during the growing season, log on to the Website: franklinfarmri.org and check out the varied opportunities to volunteer. The seed and seedling planting will begin in early May. The hiking and bird
watching opportunities are still available from dawn to dusk every day. You can marvel at the wonderous views, for the 65-acre property is available for casual open space usage. You can park by
the barn complex and enjoy the beautiful outdoor open space. Any questions, please contact Pam or
Chip Thurlow; 401-333-1235, thurlowcp@gmail.com
Dave’s Marketplace Day Old Bakery Donations
The Monday, Wednesday and Friday transporting of day-old baked goods from Dave’s Marketplace at Chapel Four Corners continues to various community organizations! Thanks to
Rachel and Elton Odom, Lynne Janke, Lu Mitchell, Rich Bizier, Chip Thurlow and our most recent
volunteer - Joni Robert for making the deliveries usually to the Cumberland Senior Center at the
Monastery. Please contact Chip Thurlow if you have any questions: thurlowcp@aol.com;
401-333-1235

Delivery of 12 shopping bags to the Northern RI Food Pantry on March 18 th.

Missions Committee Newsletter Report
April 2022
Habitat for Humanity
Habitat for Humanity Northern RI and West Bay Affiliate is celebrating their 30-year anniversary
this year! The current project is 83 & 85 Oakland School Street in Burrillville, RI, which will be a duplex - two housing units connected by one central wall. On Saturday, March 19th, George Jutras,
our Office Manager, Sam Burgos, Jay and Karen Navaretta and Chip Thurlow joined the work
crew to participate in various projects such as assembling and installing interior wall panels, installing steps to the basement, adjusting ceiling furring strips and relocating drywall panels from the
first floor to the basement.

1: George assembling wall frames; 2 Jay helping plan the basement stair construction; 3 Karen using the nail gun and Sam holding he banister railing; 4 Karen nailing the banister support; 5 Jay
cutting wood on the table saw; 6 Chip wondering he is qualified to use a hammer.
A 22 Year Summary of the AMUMC Missions Committee Projects and Programs
As our church members explore implementing Social Justice activities, a 22-year summary of over
35 projects and programs has been created for our members to review and provide any additional
information. Please feel free to review the summary posted on the bulletin Board in the coat room.
and offer additional information by contacting Chip Thurlow; thurlowcp@aol.com; 401-333-1235. A
draft of the summary is also posted on the AMUMC.org website.
Any questions, contact Chip Thurlow: thurlowcp@aol.com, 401-333-1235.
Chip Thurlow,
Chairperson, AMUMC Missions and Social Concerns Committee

Finance Committee Update
Finance reports are produced monthly and are shared and reviewed with Finance Committee and
Church Council members at regularly scheduled meetings.
As of February 29, 2022 the church checking account balance was $18,215. The balance has been
declining recently as expenses have exceeded income for the first two months of the year. Donations totaled $26,079 while operating expenses were $36,473, for a net loss of $10,394. Costs for
heating oil and gas were higher than expected during this timeframe.
Our online giving system at our website amumc.org now allows you to give online to any of our Special Sunday giving opportunities. Visit the “Give” tab on the website and click on “Online” giving.
If you have any questions about the church financial reports or would like to receive a copy, please
contact Cindy Mauch Treasurer at camauch@gmail.com. We also welcome any suggestions you
may have.
The Finance Committee is currently operating without a Chairperson. If you have any interest in
joining the committee to possibly consider this position at a future date, we welcome your interest!
Finance Committee members: Keith Johnson, Karen Oswain, Laura Thompson, Elton Odom, Sammy Burgos, Lindsay Gettinger, Pauling Belisle, Cindy Mauch, Pastor Arlene Tully

April Trustee Report
The March Trustee Committee was cancelled but members still carried on with the following activities:

- We have an estimate of $2300 from Renaissance Antique Lighting to repair and restore the two
lampposts in the front of the church. The plan is to use memorial gifts to fund this project.
- Our own "Little Library" has been erected by an Eagle Scout to the left of Cargill Hall. Please help
to make this a success by either adding books or borrowing one!
- The Cemetery Committee, to which we now send a representative, will be meeting in April.
- Quotes are being sought to change a small first floor lavatory in the parsonage into a full bath by
accessing some of a large laundry room which adjoins it. With a family of four moving into the parsonage the committee thinks this may be a welcome change! One quote has been received. If anyone has a contractor recommendation, please advise a trustee.
- The cost this winter of snow and ice removal has increased but the parties responsible have done
a commendable job.

- The Scout Spring Clean Up will be held on Saturday, April 9th from 9-12 in the morning. Trustees
will be there to help with designated projects. The rain date is April 30th.
- At the end of February, the value of the portfolio had decreased by $98,000 since the beginning of
2022.
- Due to Cargill Hall being the site of the Maundy Thursday service, we are changing the trustee
meeting in April to Wednesday, the 13th at 6:30 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Lindsay Gettinger, Trustee Co-Chair
Fran Carr, Tom Cabana, Scott Murphy, Dave Larson, Tom Hetherington, Mark Farnell, Matt Cedor

Annual Church Yard Clean Up
Troop 1 Arnold Mills Boy Scouts will be performing their annual yard clean up on Saturday April 9th 9AM to 12PM with a rain date of April 30th. If any church members
would like to volunteer on this Saturday, we do have a few small and specialized yard
tasks that need to be completed. Please contact Karen Oswain at 401-333-2166 if interested.

2022 Arnold Mills Directory Coming Soon!!
If you haven’t already updated your information and/or sent your photo to George in the church office
please do it by April 15th. If you are unable to email a photo, you may submit a printed photograph and we
will scan it. Please include the following information* with your email: Last name, First name(s) of people in
the photo, address, phone number(s) and email(s). If you have any questions, please contact George at 401333-5203, office.amumc@gmail.com, or Johnna at jskosnoff@yahoo.com.
*If providing multiple phone numbers and emails, please indicate for which first name they match.

Christian Fellowship
Do You have 15 Minutes a Week to Share Christian Fellowship?
Keith Johnson and Johnna Kosnoff are piloting a Caring Ministry for continuing contact with friends of the Church who are seniors, shut-ins or otherwise not able to join
us in person. If you would like to join this effort, please contact either Keith or Johnna
through the church office or their Church Directory phone number. The idea is that
you would make 1 or 2 phone calls per week or write a short note to a friend within our
congregation -- whom you would select. We would share church news, personal
news, or just a friendly greeting to assure these individuals that they our part of our
fellowship and are in our thoughts and prayers.

Earth Day 2022 is April 22.
On April 22, 1970, the United States began celebrating Earth Day annually, creating a movement that now motivates people around the world to use the day to consider the planet,
demonstrate their love for it and enact ways to protect it. The need for action is more urgent
than ever. To learn more, go to earthday.org.
The UMC Social Principles call all United Methodists not only to make a difference in the
world and to live differently in the world but also and as urgently to build a different kind of
world than the one we have now. You may read the Social Principles of the Natural World at
this link or you may ask George to print a copy for you. https://www.umc.org/en/content/
social-principles-the-natural-world
“Christ wears ‘two shoes’ in the world: scripture and nature. Both are necessary to understand the Lord, and at no stage can creation be seen as separation of things from God.” Johannes Scotus Eriugena (c. 815-877)

Church School News
During the month of April, the children will continue workImportant
ing on the unit, “Easter: Go and Tell.
April 4: Kids Game Night

Dates

April 10: Passion/Palm Sunday
April 14: Maundy Thursday
April 15: Good Friday
April 17: Easter Sunday

Sunday School Registration

Bible Verse: "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations." (Matthew 28:19)
Main Idea: The resurrected Jesus told his disciples to go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them and teaching them to obey all that Jesus commanded. Jesus combined his instructions with a promise: "Remember, I am
with you always". (Matthew 28:20)
The children will learn that:
* Jesus rose from the dead, that through Jesus
* God offers new life to people everywhere
* Jesus expected his followers to continue the work he started
* What Jesus told his followers applies to Jesus' disciples
today
* Each of us has unique abilities we can use to tell the good
news of Jesus.

Here's who's having a birthday this month:

April 10th: Abigail Stewart
April 25th: Stephen Dykas
April 26th: Michael Emersen
God Bless you all on your birthday and the coming year!

This year we are adding an electronic
form for anyone who prefers registering online. Just go to the Children &
Youth page under Education on the
church website and look for the
online form.

Upcoming Events

What if you could stay engaged and encouraged
anywhere and anytime with a library of the best
media for study and reflection? Through any device you now have 24/7 access to motivating stories, insightful teaching, and powerful resources.
To see everything we can do with Amplify, just
visit the site below
Our Amplify Website:
https://my.amplifymedia.com/
arnoldmillsumccumberlandri
Access Code: DTLSGY

April 4: Kids Game Night
April 4: Boys/Girls Scouts Meeting
April 9: Scouts Spring Cleanup Day
April 10: Passion/Palm Sunday
April 11: Boys/Girls Scouts Meeting
April 13: Board of Trustees Meeting
April 14: Maundy Thursday
April 15: Good Friday
April 17: Easter Sunday
April 18: Boys/Girls Scouts Meeting
April 21: Cemetery Association Meeting
April 22: Earth Day
April 23: Franklin Farms Cleanup Day
April 25: Boys/Girls Scouts Meeting
April 26: Cub Scouts Pack 1 Meeting
April 30: Scouts Spring Cleanup Day (Alt)

SPRC News

Our committee also includes Lee Ann Cotta,
Stacey Johnson, Joyce Fox, Sandy Angell and
Anne Hetherington.
If you have any questions, comments or
concerns having to do with the staff of the parish
feel free to see any member of the committee or
you can email us at amumcsprc@gmail.com

Arnold Mills UMC’s Social Media
Find us on social media! We are on Facebook where you
can read Pastor Arlene’s Daily Reflection and on Instagram.

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Arnold-Mills-United-Methodist-Church-115722435105941
Twitter at https://twitter.com/ArnoldMills_UMC
Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/arnold_mills_umc
Listen to sermons on our website at http://www.amumc.org
Subscribe to sermon podcasts at http://www.buzzsprout.com/434047

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests are sent out each week to every address on our email list. We understand that not
everyone who asks for prayer in worship during “Sharing Our Joys and Concerns” wishes to have
that information shared on the email blast. If you would like to have a prayer request included in the
weekly email, please use the “Prayer Request” form on the table in the back of the sanctuary, call
the office at 401-333-5203, or email office.amumc@gmail.com. Prayer requests will remain on the
prayer list for one month. If you would like a prayer request to remain longer, just let us know.

Arnold Mills United Methodist Church
690 Nate Whipple Hwy.
Cumberland, RI 02864
Phone: 401-333-5203
E-mail: office.amumc@gmail.com
Rev. Arlene M. Tully

Check out our webpage at www.amumc.org
We invite all to our regular Sunday Services:
8:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. -

Quiet, reflective service with communion each week.

Thoughtful service, public celebrations and prayer concerns,
and

Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each month.

Livestreaming of the 10:30 worship service will be available during the service for those who do not attend the service in person.
After each service the video will be archived for viewing anytime.

