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Update from the New England Conference
Re-Entry Team
We want to extend our gratitude to the NEAC churches and leaders who have been part of
the solution in containing the spread of COVID-19. The difficult choices you have made have and
continue to make a difference.
We are receiving many questions about whether or not the availability of the vaccine and the
decline in infection rates in some areas of the Annual Conference mean churches should consider
returning to in-person worship.
The Re-Entry Team does not make decisions for your church about whether to hold events
or gather for worship as allowable by CDC, state and local guidance. We do urge extreme caution.
The only “safe” choice is not to hold indoor, in-person, events until the CDC demonstrates that a
significant immunization level has been reached. Estimates on when that will be vary from late
summer to November.
It does seem appropriate to plan for summer outdoor gatherings with precautions. And we do
need to start thinking now about what ministry with indoor gatherings will look like when the time
comes, especially in the hybrid model that will likely be our new reality.
It is very important to remember that no configuration or set of risk reductions will create a
“safe” space. Do not invite people to any in-person event, particularly indoors, by saying that the
precautions you are taking make it “safe” to attend. If you choose to hold in-person gatherings, be
honest and say that you have taken the best “risk reduction” measures possible.
Every assessment of the efficacy of an in-person gathering needs to include the question:
“What are we willing to risk for ourselves, those who would be with us, and the community we will
interact with?” However unintentionally, people without symptoms continue to be the primary
spreaders of contagion.
Many innovative practices have developed for worship, discipleship growth, and staying in
touch. You’ll find many workshops and resources for strengthening your ministry in these areas on
the conference website at www.neumc.org – including training events and webinars by the Office of
Congregational Development on digital ministry.
During these days of Lent, we accompany Jesus and learn from his time in the wilderness.
We see him tested by competing demands. I trust that each of you have your heart in the right
place, God’s own heart, even as you are also tested.
May the mind of Christ, through his present and living Sprit, guide you as you seek to be his
hands and lead his people. Remember that you are held in the strong and loving hands of our
creator God every single day, not only on Sundays.
New England Conference Re-Entry Team
Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar
Beth DiCocco
Rev. Jill Colley Robinson
Rev. Taesung Kang
Rev. Karen Munson
Rev. Erica Robinson-Johnson
Norm Thombs

NEW ADULT STUDY
Wednesdays at 10 AM or 7 PM
Six sessions beginning April 14
The Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7, contains some of Jesus most
profound and most memorable teachings. What might these teachings have mean to his disciples, and to the others who first heard
them? How do they enhance our reading of the rest of the Gospel of
Matthew, and how do they speak across the centuries to listeners today? How, if we pay careful attention to his words, does Jesus provide
us a road map to living as God would have us live?
In Sermon on the Mount: A Beginner's Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven, Dr. Amy-Jill Levine introduces the major topics in the Sermon on
the Mount, explains historical and theological contexts, and shows
how the words of Jesus echo his Jewish tradition and speak forward to
reach hearts and minds today. Participants are encouraged, but not
required to read the book.
10 AM Session—https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84755871803
7 PM Session—https://us02web.zoom.us/j/839125938

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU TODAY?
Prayer is an important means of grace through which we experience the
presence of God, and with which we can bring to God the needs of others.
Intercessory prayer (prayer on behalf of others) is an expression of Christian love and compassion, and it is part of who we are as a community of
faith.
Please share this information with anyone you know who is in need of
prayer support.
If you would like us to pray for you:
• Add your prayer to the weekly list of concerns that is emailed to the entire congregation. (It will also
be shared with the prayer group and the pastor.)
• Or share your prayer with the Tuesday evening prayer group. (It will also be shared with the pastor.)
• Or share your prayer confidentially with the pastor only.
To submit a prayer concern:
• Visit www.amumc.org/prayer. Prayer request submissions are sent confidentially to the pastor.
• Or email Pastor Arlene at pastor.amumc@gmail.com.
• Or contact the church office at 401-333-5203.
If you would like to pray for others:
• Contact the church office to receive the prayer list via email or mail.
• Join the Tuesday evening Zoom prayer group from 6:30—7:00 at zoom.us/j/563411339

MAUNDY THURSDAY
“Do You Know What I Have Done for You?”
This year we will observe Maundy Thursday with a retelling of the
events of the Last Supper. This service will include scripture readings, music, prayers, and dramatic monologues to help us reflect
on Jesus’ last hours with his disciples, and on the question, “Do
you know what I have done for you?” The worship service will be
available online by 6 PM on April 1.
GOOD FRIDAY
“Am I Not to Drink the Cup the Father has Given Me? ”
Our Good Friday service will include meditations on Jesus’ arrest,
trial, and crucifixion using artwork depicting the Via Crucis, or
“Way of the Cross”. We will walk with Jesus from his agony in
the Garden of Gethsemane to the placement of his body in the
tomb as he demonstrates the answer to the question, “Am I not
to drink the cup the Father has given me?” The service will be
available online by 6 PM on April 2.
EASTER SUNDAY
“Woman, why are you weeping?”
We close our “Season of Reflection” worship series with
Jesus’ final question, posed to Mary outside the empty
tomb: “Woman, why are you weeping?” In addition to
virtual worship on Easter morning, we will be offering
worship outdoors on the church lawn (weather permitting) at 10:00 AM. Please read our outdoor worship
guidelines available here or call the church office at 401333-5203 for more information.

SUNDAY SCHOOLERS’ GAME NIGHT
April 5 at 6:30 PM
Pastor Arlene is hosting a Zoom game night for Sunday Schoolers on
the first Monday of each month at 6:30 PM. Join us for games like
Wheel of Fortune, Pictionary, Family Feud, and more. Contact Pastor
Arlene at pastor.amumc@gmail.com for the Zoom link

Church Missions Committee Report
April 2021
Note: The various Mission and Social Concern activities continue to be modified or on-hold due to the
ongoing health crisis. Please follow the various announcements from the church office as decisions
are made to reschedule or readjust these services and programs.

Meals in the Park
The most recent Meal in the Park event was held on Sunday, February 28th we fed 90 people and handed
out of 120 meals at Bouley Field on Social Street in Woonsocket, RI. Thank you for your donations of sandwiches, chips, desserts and homemade masks for these needy families. The next meal is Sunday, April
18th and then May 16th, June 6th and July 25th. If anyone would like to make cookies for the April
18th meal please let Karen know. We will need volunteers in the park. Thanks to Craig Noke who developed a really good table set up to keep us socially distant from each other and our guests. Also a shout out to
Kim K's friend Donna from Emery's catering. She supplied us with cases of soda, nuts, cookies and snacks.
We had so much that we were able to share with the other meal groups in Pawtucket and West Warwick.
Thank you for continuing to support Arnold Mills United Methodist Church with this mission project. Please
call Karen 333-2166 if you have any questions or would like to donate to this wonderful program.

Cintas Clothing Donation
The Cintas clothing and our church donations to the St. James Episcopal Church Clothing Closet and occasionally to the Community Care Alliance, both in Woonsocket, continue with weather and scheduling permitting. Rob Blais, Rich Bizier and Chip Thurlow are the drivers for the twice or thrice monthly deliveries – the
first, third and fifth Thursdays of the month.

Dave’s Marketplace Day Old Bakery Donations
The Monday, Wednesday and Friday transporting of day old baked goods from Dave’s Marketplace at
Chapel Four Corners continues to various community organizations! Thanks to Rachel and Elton Odom,
Lynne Janke, Lu and Rich Bizier and Chip Thurlow. We could use one or two more volunteers to assist with
the Monday deliveries, usually to the Cumberland Senior Center at the Monastery. Please contact Chip Thurlow if you have any questions: thurlowcp@aol.com; 401-333-1235.

The Franklin Farm Community Garden and the Historic Metcalf-Franklin Farm Preservation
Association
If you want to hike in the snow and marvel at the wondrous views, the 65-acre property is available for casual
open space usage – hiking, bird watching and/or kite flying. You can park by the barn complex and enjoy the
beautiful outdoor open space. The Directors presented the Annual Franklin Farm presentation to the Cumberland Town Council via a Zoom conference on Wednesday February 17th. A three-minute video was shared
with the Council members that reviewed activities and events over the past year. The 3 and ½ minute video is
available if you Google “Franklin Farm RI Video” and click on the 2020 video listing. Any questions, please
contact Pam or Chip Thurlow; 401-333-1235, thurlowcp@gmail.com

Habitat for Humanity
The next Habitat for Humanity project is under development. We will notify AMUMC members when volunteer
dates are announced. Any questions, contact Chip Thurlow: thurlowcp@aol.com.
Chip Thurlow,
Chairperson, AMUMC Missions and Social Concerns Committee

2021 Margaret Stearns Service Award
Since 1978 the Margaret Stearns Service Award has been presented by the Arnold Mills United Methodist
Church to graduating high school seniors continuing their education. Two awards (totaling $1,200.00) will be
issued each year. Although academic excellence and financial need are considered by the Selection Committee, the essential characteristic of an ideal candidate is a "demonstrated concern for others at home, school,
church or community". Applicants must be able to demonstrate how their own concern for others has benefited someone else.
The application submission deadline is April 16, 2021.
Eligibility
The applicant must be a graduating senior at Cumberland High School, a Cumberland resident and/or a contributing member of the Arnold Mills United Methodist Church graduating from any high school with plans for
further education at a junior college, college, university, business school, technical school, or vocational
school. A contributing member would be a student who attended the AMUMC church school (student or
teacher aide), be a member of any of the youth groups, complete the confirmation process, and/or volunteer
at one or more of the AMUMC activities and events such as the July 4th food sale, the Holiday Fair, the variety of Missions Committee activities, etc.
Interested AMUMC high school seniors can apply by requesting the application from the Cumberland High
School Guidance office or, if they attend other High Schools, they can email their request to:
amumcstearnsserviceaward@gmail.com

March 2021 Trustee Notes
The Trustee Committee has continued to meet monthly, now on the second Thursday of each month
at 7:00 P.M. on Zoom.
At our last meeting on March 11th, Tom Cabana, our treasurer, noted that the portfolio is still building and will set up a meeting with our managers from Rockland Trust during April.
Dave Larsen, head of preventive maintenance, has sent out heating system specifications to four
companies in order to have a maintenance agreement instituted.
Head of technology, Matt Cedor, will be investigating a better camera and sound system for the
sanctuary as broadcasting Sunday services will be part of our future even upon our return to in person services.
The scouts are back -- outside!!! Our scouts are planning their annual spring clean-up of the
grounds on Saturday, April 3rd with a rain date of April 10th. Since last spring's event never happened this will require many hands so if anyone would like to help, they would be welcomed. Karen
Oswain will be there supervising, as will their leaders. Thank you!
Parsonage improvements and repairs such as a new storm door, closet door, and kitchen window
are soon to be scheduled as the window had to be ordered and is now available.
The peace garden and church bell projects are still in the works. Slow, but sure. Our work is never
done.
Respectfully submitted,
Lindsay Gettinger, Trustee Co-chair

A Note of Thanks
Thank you for your kind expressions of sympathy on the passing of my mother Eleanor Horton.
Your thoughtfulness was very much appreciated.
Pauline Belisle and family

Habitat for Humanity 2021 Fundraiser
The Habitat for Humanity West Bay and Northern RI Chapter, that we have been volunteering
with over the past 15 years, is celebrating their 30th Anniversary! They have organized a fundraiser for the renovation or construction of housing for needy qualifying families. They also renovate
housing for qualifying US Military Veterans who are unable to afford upgrades to their homes.
From their organizational information:
Habitat for Humanity of West Bay and Northern Rhode Island is a locally run affiliate of Habitat for
Humanity International, a nonprofit, ecumenical Christian affordable housing organization. Habitat
for Humanity works in partnership with people in need to build and renovate decent, affordable housing. The houses then are sold to those in need at no profit and with no interest charged.
If you would like to make a donation to this wonderful agency on behalf of AMUMC, please
submit your donation to the Arnold Mills United Methodist Church and indicate that your donation is for the Habitat for Humanity, West Bay and Northern RI Chapter. We will collect the
donations and forward the combined amount to Habitat Directors to assist with their expenses to
construct and/or renovate homes for needy families.
We plan to close this donation campaign on April 30, 2021.
Any questions, please contact Chip Thurlow, AMUMC Missions and Social Concerns Committee
Chairperson. mailto:thurlowcp@aol.com; 401-333-1235

Here are pictures of some of the projects in which we have participated:

Church School News
Important Dates
Beginning April 11th, the children
will begin the unit "The Ten Commandments".
Bible Verse: Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and
observe it with my whole
heart. (Psalm 119:34)

Main Idea: The children will learn that God made a covenant that we know as the Ten Commandments with the Israelites. Today these laws help us know how to love and worship God and help us know how to treat others with justice
and kindness.
The children will learn
• God gave the Israelites these laws to help them establish
a new life, a new community
• God's rules are as important today as they were in Old
Testament times
• Laws and rules are a part of everyday life and are intended to improve our lives and make us safe
• following the Ten Commandments helps us make choices about things we say and do

Here's who's having a birthday this month:

April 10th: Abigail Stewart
April 11th: Alexis Miller
April 25th: Stephen Dykas
April 26th: Michael Emerson
God Bless you all on your birthday and the coming year!

April 1: Maundy Thursday
April 2: Good Friday
April 4: Easter Sunday

Worship Committee

Upcoming Events

I want to take this opportunity to
recognize and thank those who
serve on the Worship Committee
so our experience at worship time
is as meaningful as possible. Not only does it take a
village to raise a child but also to assist in our church
life. When you see these people be sure to say
“thanks”. Our church wouldn’t be what it is without
them.
Acolytes: Stacy Johnson
Altar Flowers: Sharon Bizier
Altar Guild: Rachel Odom, Pam Thurlow and Ann
Hetherington
Altar Steward: Ross Hancock
Choir Rep: Pam Thurlow
Greeters: Anne-Marie Rivard
Liturgist: Rebecca Puleo
Music Director: Joey Mazzarella
Ushers: Rich Bizier
A reminder that we would like to add to our Altar
Guild team and are looking for Acolytes. If you are
interested, please contact me at
thurlowcp@gmail.com.
Pam Thurlow, Chair

April 1: Maundy Thursday
April 2: Good Friday
April 4: Easter Sunday
April 8: Board of Trustees Meeting
April 18: Native American Ministries Sunday
April 22: Earth Day
April 30: National Arbor Day

SPRC News
Our committee also includes Lee Ann Cotta,
Stacey Johnson, Joyce Fox, Sandy Angell and
Anne Hetherington.
If you have any questions, comments or
concerns having to do with the staff of the parish
feel free to see any member of the committee or
you can email us at amumcsprc@gmail.com

Worship Committee

Arnold Mills UMC’s Social Media
Find us on social media! We are on Facebook where you
can read Pastor Arlene’s Daily Reflection and on Instagram.

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Arnold-Mills-United-Methodist-Church-115722435105941
Twitter at https://twitter.com/ArnoldMills_UMC
Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/arnold_mills_umc
Listen to sermons on our website at http://www.amumc.org
Subscribe to sermon podcasts at http://www.buzzsprout.com/434047

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests are sent out each week to every address on our email list. We understand that not
everyone who asks for prayer in worship during “Sharing Our Joys and Concerns” wishes to have
that information shared on the email blast. If you would like to have a prayer request included in the
weekly email, please use the “Prayer Request” form on the table in the back of the sanctuary, call
the office at 401-333-5203, or email office.amumc@gmail.com. Prayer requests will remain on the
prayer list for one month. If you would like a prayer request to remain longer, just let us know.

Arnold Mills United Methodist Church
690 Nate Whipple Hwy.
Cumberland, RI 02864
Phone: 401-333-5203
E-mail: office.amumc@gmail.com
Rev. Arlene M. Tully

Check out our webpage at www.amumc.org
Effective November 8, 2020 we have online worship only.
Worship videos will be posted by 10 AM each Sunday.
We will return to in-person worship as soon as it is safe to
do so.

