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Dear AMUMC Family,
When you receive this newsletter we will be in the middle of our
Lenten journey. We have been talking about clearing out the clutter of
our lives in order to make more room for God. It sometimes feels like
chaos has the upper hand and that we feel crushed by hopelessness.
Now is the time to create that “God space.”
As a way of strengthening and nourishing that journey, I offer you the
following. I recently attended a RISEM clergy cluster meeting. My
dear friend, Rev. Hyuk Seonwoo, pastor of Zion Korean UMC in
Warwick, led us in worship. He shared the following version of The
Beatitudes from Eugene Petersen’s translation of the Bible called The
Message.
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“You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there is more of God and his rule.
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“You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you. Only then can you be embraced by the

One most dear to you.
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“You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are—no more, no less. That’s the moment you find

yourselves proud owners of everything that can’t be bought.
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“You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God. He’s food and drink in the best meal

you’ll ever eat.
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“You’re blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care-full,’ you find yourselves cared for.
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“You’re blessed when you get your inside world—your mind and heart—put right. Then you can see God in

the outside world.
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“You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or fight. That’s when you

discover who you really are, and your place in God’s family.
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“You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution. The persecution drives you even

deeper into God’s kingdom.
The Message (MSG)
Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson
I think that we can only embrace these beatitudes when we divorce ourselves from what the world is telling
us to be, and focus on God’s intent for our lives. Let us travel the final journey of Lent 2019 seeking god in
all places and at all times.
In Christ’s Love, Lynn
NEW MEMBERS’ CLASS
I am well aware that my time serving AMUMC is growing very short. I would like to have one more New
Members’ Class before I leave. If you are interested in joining my final New Members’ Class, it will take
place on Sunday May 5 following the 10:30 worship service. We will meet in the vestry. New members will
join AMUMC on Sunday May 19.

The Rhode Island United Methodist Association (RIUMA)
LENTEN MISSION PROJECT

Our District Contact
Info

As an observance of the season of Lent – a time of fasting, repentance, moderation, selfdenial and spiritual discipline – RIUMA invites your congregation to join in this mission project
to help needy people in our communities. Since organizations working with the homeless
often provide hot showers, we will partner with them by collecting supplies.

District Superintendent
Rev. Dr. Andrew L. Foster III
Administrative Assistant

We are looking for towels (new or gently used) and single-use toiletries (little bottles of

Mrs. Susan Leatherwood

shampoo, small bars of soap, lotion, etc., like the ones provided in hotels), and warm socks,

Lay Leader

a blessing for those out in the cold and on the street.
______________________________
Supplies may be brought to the Barrington United Methodist Church,
230 Washington Road, in Barrington, now through Easter, April 21. The church office hours
are Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. To make other arrangements, please call Pastor Dan
Ames at 401-245-2385 or email him at pastordfames@yahoo.com.

Dan Genannt
Address
12 Bay Spring Avenue
Barrington, RI 02806
Office Phone
(401) 246-1100
Email
rim@neumc.org
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Transformed by the Holy Spirit, united in trust,
we will boldly proclaim Christ to the world.

Ripple Effect 3.0

From Rev. Rick McKinley (Office of Congregational Development)
Registration for Ripple Effect 3.0 on May 11th, featuring the Rev. Dr. Jacqui King is open!! We are
excited by what she will be focusing on, particularly in the area of leadership development. Here's a
broad outline of the day:
Experience the Ripple Effect: Come & Have Breakfast…Follow Jesus! / Relationship &
Discipleship
Go fish! What do we do when we are hungry? How are you connecting in the communities where
God has called us to serve? What is breaking our hearts? Let’s connect with lay and clergy leaders
from similar sized congregations who are striving to make disciples of Jesus Christ. Focus on building
community, leading with zeal, discipleship systems / loving one another, and moving from ideas to
implementation. Active learning sessions include:
Creating Leadership Pipelines
 Living Our Spiritual Gifts
 Get into Action: Following Jesus. Reaching new people. Being transformed by God’s love.


You and your team can register here:
https://neumc-reg.brtapp.com/RippleEffect3071
Like last year, your church will benefit most by bringing a team of at least 3 or 4 people - the day will
include a chance to work together in developing a ministry plan related to the topics.

If interested in going please let Pastor Lynn know immediately!

Home Visitation -- after Tom Conboy

I think we all miss Tom Conboy, our now-retired
Minister of Visitation who has moved to live near
his son and family in Minnesota. Tom always
had that great smile and booming voice and a
compliment or excitement which he shared with
us. He has not given up his many friends in
Arnold Mills, just because he moved, as we get
frequent phone calls and reports on his full life in
a Minnesota retirement community.
Nevertheless, his absence leaves a void in our
congregational life for many, particularly those
whose mobility may be restricted or where they
just feel the need for a friendly face and a shared
story, from time to time.
That’s where Brittnay Lambert and I are hoping to
fill a part of the “after Tom Conboy” void. Do you
recognize the members in this photo? I have
been a member of Arnold Mills for 57 years;
Brittnay first attended Sunday School at Arnold
Mills a number of years ago and has been a
teacher in our Sunday School for the past 3
years.
We are looking for homes where people are seeking a connection with their community. We are
looking for individuals where a friendly face and shared conversation will lift their day. We are
prepared to talk …… baseball, football, old times, global warming, grandchildren, weather, fishing
stories, or car problems. We are not prepared to talk about politics, rumors or secrets. That is what
we are about. We would like to listen to you and share with you, in short home visits. Like Tom’s
visits --- we will always close with a Prayer.
If you would like to be on our list for periodic pre-scheduled calls, get a message to the Church
Office (333-5203) or one of us.

Keith Johnson (486-7666) & Brittany Lambert (744-7070)
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The AMUMC Missions and Social Concerns Committee
Dave’s Marketplace Day Old Bakery Donations
Our volunteers continue to transport Dave’s Marketplace at Chapel Four Corners day old baked goods
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays to a variety of community organizations. Thanks to Rich Bizier,
Jill Beausoleil, Lynne Janke, Jean Clark, Elton and Rachel Odom and Chip Thurlow for transporting the
baked goods. If you are interested in assisting with some of these donations, please contact Chip Thurlow: 401-333-1235; thurlowcp@aol.com.
Soup Kitchen Meals in Woonsocket
AMUMC provides lunches for needy families and individuals at the World War II Park in Woonsocket. We feed up to
100 meals during this lunch and are now packing a brown bag meals “to go” for evening sustenance. This is a year
round program and coordinated by local churches, business and individuals for the City of Woonsocket. Any questions,
please contact Karen Oswain: kkoswain@netscape.net; 401-749-3609
Habitat for Humanity
The Habitat for Humanity restoration project in Burrillville at 66 Wallum Lake Road has been completed! Thanks to
those AMUMC volunteers who worked to make this project such a success: Rachel Precourt, Al Belisle and Chip Thurlow. The next project is new construction at 277 Talcott Street in Woonsocket. The beginning of that project will be announced in the spring. A variety of jobs are available, even for the inexperienced! Our church has committed to the second Saturday of each month. The Habitat Board of Directors holds their meetings on the second Monday of alternate
months here at AMUMC.
Franklin Farm
The Franklin Farm volunteers are preparing for the 13th season of growing vegetables for needy families! On Saturday,
April 13th, the RI Relics non-profit group will hold their second annual metal detection event at Franklin Farm. Over 150
metal detector club members from New England and other states will spend the entire day searching for over 4,000
items (antique coins, shell casings, lead bullets, cutlery, etc.) planted by the organizers. Last year they found over 200
additional items that were “lost” at the farm over the years and they donated them to the HMFFPA for documentation
and preservation. On Saturday May 4th for six weeks starting at 10AM, Franklin Farm volunteers will hold a guided
nature walk around the grounds of the Farm. The fee is $5 per person or $15 per family. Any questions, please contact
Pam and/or Chip Thurlow.
Cintas Clothing Donations
The Cintas clothing donations that continue to the St. James Episcopal
Church and occasionally to the Community Care Alliance, both in Woonsocket. Ron Blais, Rich Bizier and Chip Thurlow provide the twice monthly
deliveries.

Clothing and Boxed and Canned Goods Donations
The Food Pantry at the Cumberland Senior Center at the Monastery has closed so many of the ongoing donations of
boxed and canned goods and personal care items are donated to either the Northern RI Food Pantry or the Woonsocket
Shelter.
Missions Sunday
Missions Sunday is April 28th. Please join us at both services to celebrate our collective mission efforts that benefit so
many families and programs!

Chip Thurlow, Chairperson
401-333-1235; thurlowcp@aol.com

Pg. 5

Church School News
Beginning this month the
children will begin their sixth and
final workshop for the school
year titled "Easter People".
The Main Idea: The children will
learn that the lives of Jesus'
friends were changed on the day
of resurrection. They will learn
that their lives are changed as
they become Easter people
through God's grace.
Objectives: By the end of the unit children will
 learn the Easter story as it is found in John's
Gospel;
 identify ways that people changed because of the
Resurrection;
 recognize that we can also experience change
through God's grace.
Bible verse: But these are written so that you may
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that through believing you may have life in his
name. (John 20:31)

Here's who's having
a birthday this
month:
April 10th -- Abigail Stewart
April 11th -- Alexis Miller
April 25th -- Stephen Dykas
April 27th -- Ava Chabot

God Bless you all on your birthday and
the coming year!
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Junior Church
April 7th
Children should report directly to
Cargill Hall

Upcoming Events

Worship Committee
Did You Know?? The Worship
Committee is responsible for
Acolytes, Altar Guild, Altar
Stewards, Flowers, Greeters,
Liturgists and Ushers. We are a busy, busy team. A
big shout out for our newest team members: Ushers
Rich Bizier and Paul Roeber and Altar Guild
members Rachael Odom (on the 90 day plan) and
Brittany Lambert. Thanks to you all. One more Altar
Guild Member would be the icing on the
cake. Finally, thanks to Sel Whitcomb for
shepherding this committee for the last few
years. Sel, you have the gratitude of us all.

April 7th: The SPRC will be meeting after
the 10:30 AM service.
April 14th: Passion/Palm Sunday Services.
April 18th: Holy Thursday. 7 PM Service.
April 19th: Good Friday. 7 PM Service.
April 21st: Easter Sunday Services.

Pam Thurlow, Committee Chairperson

Margaret Stearns Service Award
Applications for the 2019 Margaret Stearns Service Award are available in the
Stearns file in the Vestry and Church office. If you would like an application you
may take one from the hanging file or contact the office and arrange for one to be
provided for you. The eligibility criteria for AMUMC members was revised last year
so potential applicants should make sure that they qualify before applying. Any
questions contact Chip Thurlow, Chairperson, Margaret Stearns Service Award
Committee: 401-333-1235, thurlowcp@aol.com

Easter Flowers - a wonderful way to celebrate the resurrection while remembering or
honoring a loved one. Please fill out this form and return it with your check in the offering
plate, or mail it to the church (AMUMC, Attn: Flower Coordinator, 690 Nate Whipple Hwy,
Cumberland, RI 02864). Checks should be made payable to AMUMC. Please consider picking up your flowers after the late service on Easter Sunday morning.
All information must be received by Sunday, April 7
Name: ________________________________________________ Phone: _________________
_____ Tulip ($12/ea)

_____ Easter Lily ($14/ea)

______ I will pick up my flower(s).

(Please print)
In honor of ____________________________________________________________________
From _________________________________________________________________________
In memory of __________________________________________________________________
From ________________________________________________________________________
(Please use the reverse side if needed for more dedications.)
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Arnold Mills United Methodist Church
690 Nate Whipple Hwy.
Cumberland, RI 02864
Phone: 401-333-5203
E-mail: amumc@verizon.net
Rev. Lynn McCracken

Check out our webpage at www.amumc.org
We invite all to our Sunday Services:
8:30 a.m. -

10:30 a.m. -

Quiet, reflective service with communion each week.

Thoughtful service, children's message, special music by

our choir, public celebrations and prayer concerns, and

Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each month.

